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1. Isaiah 56:7 

 

I will bring them to My sacred mount 

And let them rejoice in My house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 

Shall be welcome on My altar; 

For My House shall be called 

A house of prayer for all peoples.” 

ם   י עוֹלֹתֵיהֶֶ֧ תִִ֔ ית תְפִלָּ י וְשִמַחְתִים֙ בְבֵַ֣ ר קׇדְשִִׁ֗ ים אֶל־הַַ֣ וַהֲבִיאוֹתִִ֞

א לְכׇל־  רֵ֖ ָּ֥ה יִקָּ י בֵית־תְפִלָּ י בֵיתִִ֔ י כִַ֣ ל־מִזְבְחִִ֑ צ֖וֹן עַַֽ ם לְרָּ וְזִבְחֵיהֶֶ֛

ים׃   עַמִַֽ  הָּ

 

2. Exodus 23:25 

 

And you shall serve the L-rd your G-d, and he 

shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will 

take sickness away from the midst of thee.  

ת  ם אֵֵ֚ י  ק אֱלַֹֽ  ה׳וַעֲבַדְתִֶׁ֗ יך וַהֲסִרֹתִָּ֥ ת־לַחְמְך֖ וְאֶת־מֵימִֶ֑ ךְ אֶַֽ ם וּבֵרַָּ֥ יכִֶ֔

ך׃ ֖ה מִקִרְבֶַֽ   מַחֲלָּ

 

3. Deuteronomy 11:13 

 

And it shall come to pass, if you hearken 

diligently to my commandments which I 

command you this day, to love the L-rd your G-

d, and to serve him with all your heart and with 

all your soul 

י מְצַוֶָּּ֥ה אֶתְכֶ֖ם   נֹכִֶ֛ ר אָּ י אֲשֶֶ֧ עַ תִשְמְעוּ֙ אֶל־מִצְוֹתִַ֔ מֹֹ֤ ה אִם־שָּ יִָּׁ֗ וְהָּ

ה אֶת־י וֹם לְאַהֲבִָּ֞ וֹ בְכׇל־לְבַבְכֶ֖ם וּבְכׇל־ ק אֱלַֹֽ  ה׳ הַיִ֑ יכֶם֙ וּלְעׇבְדִ֔

ם׃    נַפְשְכֶַֽ

 

4. TB Ta’anit 2b 

 

From where do we derive that (rain must be 

metioned) in prayer? It is taught in the beraita, 

“to love the L-rd your G-d and to serve him with 

all your hearts, etc.” Which is the service of the 

heart? We must say, “prayer”. 

ה   ה אֶת  —וּמְנָּא לַן דְבִתְפִלָּ יכֶם  קאֱלֹ ה׳דְתַנְיָּא: ״לְאַהֲבָּ

ה שֶהִיא בַלֵב הֱוֵי   — וּלְעׇבְדוֹ בְכׇל לְבַבְכֶם״, אֵיזוֹ הִיא עֲבוֹדָּ

ה   אוֹמֵר: זוֹ תְפִלָּ

 

5. Rambam, Laws of Prayer and Birkat Kohanim 1:1 

 

It is a positive Torah commandment to pray 

every day, as [Exodus 23:25] states: "You shall 

serve G-d, your L-rd." Tradition teaches us that 

this service is prayer, as [Deuteronomy 11:13] 

states: "And serve Him with all your heart" and 

our Sages said: Which is the service of the 

heart? This is prayer. 

The number of prayers is not prescribed in the 

Torah, nor does it prescribe a specific formula 

for prayer. Also, according to Torah law, there 

are no fixed times for prayers.  

ל יוֹם שֶנֶאֱמַר   (שמות כג כה )מִצְוַת עֲשֵה לְהִתְפַלֵל בְכָּ

ה זוֹ  יכֶםק אֱלֹ ״וַעֲבַדְתֶם אֵת ה׳  מְדוּ שֶעֲבוֹדָּ ה לָּ ״. מִפִי הַשְמוּעָּ

ה שֶנֶאֱמַר  ל לְבַבְכֶם״   (דברים יא יג)הִיא תְפִלָּ בְדוֹ בְכָּ ״וּלְעָּ

ה. וְאֵין מִנְיַן   ה שֶבַלֵב זוֹ תְפִלָּ מִים אֵי זוֹ הִיא עֲבוֹדָּ מְרוּ חֲכָּ אָּ

ה.   ה הַזאֹת מִן הַתוֹרָּ ה. וְאֵין מִשְנֶה הַתְפִלָּ הַתְפִלוֹת מִן הַתוֹרָּ

ה בוּעַ מִן הַתוֹרָּ ה זְמַן קָּ   :וְאֵין לַתְפִלָּ
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6. Hasagot HaRamban on Sefer HaMitzvot 5 

 

The whole concept of prayer is not an obligation 

at all; it is simply the kindness of the Creator, 

may He be Blessed, that He bestows upon us 

that He listens to and answers us any time we 

call upon Him. 

ודאי כל ענין התפלה אינו חובה כלל אבל הוא ממדת חסד  

 הבורא יתברך עלינו ששומע ועונה בכל קראנו אליו 

 

7. Rambam, Laws of Fasts 1:1-2 

 

It is a positive Torah commandment to cry out 

and to sound trumpets in the event of any 

difficulty that arises which affects the 

community, as [Numbers 10:9] states: "[When 

you go out to war... against] an enemy who 

attacks you and you sound the trumpets...." 

[This commandment is not restricted to such a 

limited scope; rather] the intent is: Whenever 

you are distressed by difficulties - e.g., famine, 

plague, locusts, or the like - cry out [to G-d] 

because of them and sound the trumpets. 

ה  רָּ ל צָּ רִיעַ בַחֲצוֹצְרוֹת עַל כָּ ה לִזְעֹק וּלְהָּ מִצְוַת עֲשֵה מִן הַתוֹרָּ

בוֹא עַל הַצִבוּר. שֶנֶאֱמַר  עַל הַצַר הַצֹרֵר  " (במדבר י ט )שֶתָּ

כֶם כְגוֹן   ר שֶיָּצֵר לָּ בָּ ל דָּ אֶתְכֶם וַהֲרֵעֹתֶם בַחֲצֹצְרוֹת". כְלוֹמַר כָּ

רִיעוּ הֶן זַעֲקוּ עֲלֵיהֶן וְהָּ   :בַצֹרֶת וְדֶבֶר וְאַרְבֶה וְכַיוֹצֵא בָּ

 

 


