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l. Mortality

1. Genesis 3:19

T02

END OF LIFE TOPICS 1

By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread,
until you return to the ground; for you were
taken from the dust, and to the dust you shall
return.
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. Burial

2. Deuteronomy 21:22-3

And if a man has sinned in such a way as to be
liable to capital punishment, and he is executed,
and hung on a tree; you shall not allow his
corpse to remain there, but rather you shall
bury it on that same day. For any hanging
corpse is a desecration to G-d, and you may not
defile the land that the L-rd your G-d has given
you as an inheritance.
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3. Rashi. Loc. cit.

A desecration of the King, for man was made in
His Image, and Israel is His firstborn. A parable
of two identical twin brothers: one becomes the
king and the other, a highway robber, who is
caught and hung. Anyone who sees his hanged
corpse will say, “the king has been hanged!”
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Il The central principle: man is created in the Image of G-d

4. Genesis 1:27

And G-d created man in His Image; in the Image
of G-d did He create him; male and female He
created them.
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5. Rambam, Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandment #231

We are commanded to bury those who have
been executed by the court on the day of their
execution. The verse states, “you shall surely
bury him etc.” (Deuteronomy 21:22) This is a
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positive commandment, and extends to all the
dead, meaning, that all Jewish corpses must be
buried on the day of their death. Therefore, any
case where the deceased have no one to see to
their burial is considered met mitzvah, meaning
that it is incumbent upon any person to bury
the dead, as the verse states, “you shall surely
bury him”.
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6. Avot3:14

He (Rabbi Akiva) would say, “beloved is man, for
he was created in the Image of G-d. An
additional measure of love is evident in G-d’s
informing him that he was created in the Image
of G-d.”
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