Y

Sukkat Shqlom

T02

END OF LIFE TOPICS 2

MURDER AND SUICIDE

l. PERSONAL AUTONOMY FROM A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE

1. Tattoos

Leviticus 19:28

And you shall not make any cuttings in your
flesh for the dead, nor imprint any marks upon
you: | am G-d.
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2. Why not?

Sefer HaChinuch, Commandment 253

For it was a custom of the Gentiles to mark
themselves for their idol worship, indicating
that one was a servant sold to the idol and
branded for its service.
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3. Asapplied to oneself

Talmud, Bava Kama 91a

One is not allowed to injure oneself
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4. The concepts connected

Maimonides, Laws of Injury and Damages 5:1

It is forbidden to injure oneself or one’s fellow.
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5. Donate one’s body to science?

Resposa, Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah 3:140

As to the question posed from the Office of the
President in Washington regarding the use of
the organs of a corpse for medical purposes, as
commanded in that person’s will: | respond
concisely according to Torah law which the
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Sages received one from another back to Moses
our teacher, peace be upon him, which he in
turn received at Mount Sinai. No one has
ownership over his body to the extent that he
can command that others use his body—or
even one small limb—for any purpose, not even
for medical research. How much more is this
true of his children and relatives; they certainly
have no ownership of his body.
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. MURDER AND SUICIDE

What is considered murder and/or suicide in the Torah?

6. The prohibition against murder #1

Genesis 9:6

One who spills the blood of man, through man
his blood shall be spilled, for in the image of G-
d did He make man.
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7. The prohibition against murder #2

Exodus 20:12

You shall not murder
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8. Liability for murder

Genesis 9:5

However, | will demand an account of the blood
of your souls; | will demand it from the hand of
every beast. From the hand of man, even from
the hand of man's own brother, will | demand
an account of man's soul.
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9. Explanation of source #9

Maimonides, Laws of Murderers and Guarding
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One’s Life 2:2

But one who hires a murderer to murder one’s
friend, or sends his servant to do so, or binds up
his fellow and leaves him in front of a lion or the
like, and the animal kills him; even one who kills
himself—each one of these is considered a
murderer, guilty of murder, and liable to death
at the hands of Heaven, although they are not
punishable by a human court.
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10. Permutations of murder

Maimonides, Laws of Murderers and Guarding
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One’s Life 2:3

From where do we derive that this is the law?
The Torah states (Genesis 9:6), “one who spills
the blood of man, through man his blood shall
be spilled” —this refers to one who murders
without the aid of an agent. “I will demand an
account of the blood of your souls” (Genesis
9:5)—this refers to one who kills himself. “From
the hand of every beast” (ibid.)—this refers to
one who binds his fellow in front of an animal
so that his fellow will be attacked. “From the
hand of man’s own brother will | demand an
account of man’s soul” (ibid.)—this refers to
one who hires others to murder his fellow. In
all three cases the expression “demand an
account” is used to indicate that the judgment
is given to Heaven.
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