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Sukkat Shqlom

L What caused G-d to bring the Flood?

1. Genesis 6:1-12

T02

SEVEN NOAHIDE LAWS: THEFT, PART 1

When humankind began to increase on earth
and daughters were born to them,

the divine beings saw how pleasing the human
women were and took wives from among those
who delighted them.—

G-d said, “My breath shall not abide in
humankind forever, since it too is flesh; let the
days allowed them be one hundred and twenty
years.”—

It was then, and later too, that the Nephilim
appeared on earth—when divine beings
cohabited with the human women, who bore
them offspring. Such were the heroes of old, the
men of renown.

G-d saw how great was human wickedness on
earth—how every plan devised by the human
mind was nothing but evil all the time.

And G-d regretted having made humankind on
earth. With a sorrowful heart,

G-d said, “I will blot out from the earth
humankind whom I created—humans together
with animals, creeping things, and birds of the
sky; for I regret that [ made them.”

But Noah found favor with G-d.

This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous
man; he was blameless in his age; Noah walked
with G-d.—

Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

The earth became corrupt before G-d; the earth
was filled with lawlessness.

When G-d saw how corrupt the earth was, for
all flesh had corrupted its ways on earth,
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2. Rashi, verse 11

“For the earth was filled with lawlessness™: their

fate was sealed because of the sin of theft.
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3. Sanhedrin 108a (Koren-Steinsaltz translation)

T02

SEVEN NOAHIDE LAWS: THEFT, PART 1

With regard to the verse: “And G-d said to
Noah: The end of all flesh is come before Me,
for the earth is filled with robbery through them,
and behold, I will destroy them with the earth”
(Genesis 6:13), Rabbi Yohanan says: Come and
see how great is the power of robbery, as the
generation of the flood violated every precept,
but their sentence to be destroyed was not sealed
until they extended their hands and engaged in
robbery, as it is stated: “For the earth is filled
with robbery through them, and behold, I will
destroy them with the earth” (Genesis 6:13).
And it is written: “Robbery is risen up into a rod
of wickedness; nothing comes from them, nor
from their multitude, nor from any of them, nor
shall there be wailing [no 'ah] for them” (Ezekiel
7:11).
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IL. What is so bad about theft? Two Persepctives:

3. Torah Temimah on Genesis 6:

We do not clearly understand why theft has such
a greater power than the sin of promiscuity
(arayot), especially when the sin of promiscuity
is one of those for which one should prefer
death over transgression. According to one
opinion in the Midrash in this portion (Parashat
Va’yetze, Part 38) and in tractate Sanhedrin, and
Derech Eretz Zuta Part 9, “great is peace, for
even if Israel worships idols, yet, there is peace
among them, G-d says, as it were, "I cannot
control them," as it is stated (Hosea 4:17),
"Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone."
However, when they engage in theft, which
causes strife and hatred, they are then blamed
and punished for all the sins that were in their
possession from the beginning.
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4. Ramban 6:2

“Because they were fair”, the B’nei Elohim took
them as wives forcibly, and the verse refers to
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this as hamas, “violence”. Furthermore, the
verse here specifies that they took “from whom
they chose”, including women who were
married to other people. Yet the verse does not
mention the specific prohibition of adultery, and
ultimately punishment was meted out to them
because of the “violence”, since it is a logical
concept that does not require the Torah for
people to understand.
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I1I. Flesh vs Spirit and the Consequences of Succumbing to Physical Desires

5. Genesis 1:26

And G-d said, Let Us make Mankind in Our
image, after Our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.
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6. Rashi, loc. cit.

“Let Us make man”: We learn the humility of
the Holy One, Blessed be He, from here. Since
man is made in the likeness of the angels, and
they would be jealous of him, He took counsel
with them (in man’s creation)
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7. Ramban, loc cit.

AND G-D SAID: ‘LET US MAKE MAN.’
There was a special command dedicated to the
making of man because of his great superiority
since his nature is unlike that of beasts and
cattle, which were created with the preceding
command.

The correct explanation of na aseh (let us make)
[which is in the plural form when it should have
been in the singular] is as follows: It has been
shown to you that G-d created something from
nothing only on the first day, and afterwards He
formed and made things from those created
elements. Thus when He gave the waters the
power of bringing forth a living soul, the
command concerning them was Let the waters
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swarm. The command concerning cattle was Let
the earth bring forth. But in the case of man He
said, Let us make, that is, I and the
aforementioned earth, let us make man, the earth
to bring forth the body from its elements as it
did with cattle and beasts, as it is written, And
the Eternal G-d formed man of the dust of the
ground, and He, blessed be He, to give the spirit
from His mouth, the Supreme One, as it is
written, And He breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life. And He said, In our image, and
after our likeness, as man will then be similar to
both. In the capacity of his body, he will be
similar to the earth from which he was taken,
and in spirit he will be similar to the higher
beings, because it [the spirit] is not a body and
will not die. In the second verse, He says, /n the
image of G-d He created him, in order to relate
the distinction by which man is distinguished
from the rest of created beings.
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8. Blessing after relieving oneself

Blessed are you, L-rd, Who heals all flesh and
does wonders.
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9. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 6:1

Rem™a: Another explanation is that "does
wondrous things" refers to [the fact] that [G-
d] keeps the spirit of man within his body
and binds something spiritual to something
physical, and all this [is possible] because
He is the healer of all flesh, because then
man stays healthy, and his soul is
maintained within his body.
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Iv. Purpose of Man and Teshuvah

10. Genesis 6:3

The L-RD said, “My breath shall not abide
in man forever, since he too is flesh; let the
days allowed him be one hundred and
twenty years.”
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V. What distinguishes man from animals?

11. Genesis 2:7

T02

SEVEN NOAHIDE LAWS: THEFT, PART 1

The L-RD G-d formed man from the dust of
the earth. He blew into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living
being.
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12. Ramban on Genesis 2:7

And the verse says that He breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life in order to inform
us that the soul did not come to man from
the elements, as He intimated concerning
the soul of moving things, nor was it an
evolvement from the Separate Intelligences.
Rather, it was the spirit of the Great G-d:
out of his mouth cometh knowledge and
discernment (Proverbs 2:6).
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