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1. Genesis 2:24
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Therefore, a man leaves his father and his mother
and cleaves to his wife, and they become as one
flesh.
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2. Sanhedrin 58a

As it is taught in a Baraita, (Genesis 2:24)
“Therefore, a man leaves his father and his
mother”. Rabbi Eliezer says, “his father” refers to
his father’s sister, and “his mother” refers to his
mother’s sister. Rabbi Akiva says, “his father”
refers to his father’s wife, and “his mother” refers
to his mother as stated.
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3. Rashi, loc. Cit

“Therefore, a man leaves his father and his
mother” — this was commanded of Adam.
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4, Rashi, loc. Cit

“his father’s sister” — all the more would this
apply to his own sister.
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5. Sanhedrin, ibid.

If he married his maternal sister, he must divorce
her. If she was his paternal sister, he may keep her
as his wife. If she is his father’s maternal sister, he
must divorce her. But if she is his father’s paternal
sister, they may remain married. If she is his
mother’s maternal sister, he must divorce her. But
if she is his mother’s paternal sister, Rabbi Meir
says, he must divorce her, and the Sages say that
they may remain married. Rabbi Meir would say
that any family member who is a relative of the
mother requires divorce, while if it is a relative of
the father, it can be maintained. Moreover, (a
Noahide is) permitted to marry his brother’s wife,
or his father’s brother’s wife, and all other
relationships that would be forbidden in Jewish
law are permitted in Noahide law, including his
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father’s wife. If he married a woman and her
daughter, he may keep one and divorce the other,
but ideally he should not maintain either
relationship. If his wife died, he can marry his
mother-in-law, and there are other opinions who
regard this as forbidden. This is not a
contradiction—the first statement is Rabbi Meir’s
explanation of Rabbi Eliezer’s opinion, and the
second statement is Rabbi Meir’s explanation of
Rabbi Akiva’s opinion.

6. Rashi, loc. Cit

“and he is permitted to marry his brother’s wife”,
etc., for there is no prohibition against marrying
one’s brother’s wife for Noahides, etc., and this is
also true of one’s father’s brother’s wife or any
other woman whom he is related to by marriage.
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7. Rashi, loc. Cit

“Any other relationship” - that would be
forbidden in Jewish law because of marriage is
permitted to a Noahide.
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8. Rashi, loc. Cit

“If his wife died, he may marry his mother-in-law”
— from the time that he converts, etc., for a
convert is unrelated to his family members from
before his conversion.
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9. Rashi, loc. Cit

“And there are those who teach that he is
forbidden to marry his mother-in-law” — This
explains the difference in opinions between Rabbi
Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva. It was taught:
nevertheless, he may marry his father’s wife,
even though a Jewish court would put a Jew to
death for such a thing, and with regard to his
mother-in-law as well. And it was taught: he is
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forbidden to marry his sister or his father’s sister,
or his mother’s sister, even though a Jewish court
would not execute a Jew for it.

10. Sanhedrin 57b

The Sages say: there are many types of forbidden
relations that a Jewish court would not execute a
Jew for transgressing, but that Noahides are
forewarned against.
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11. Rashi, loc. Cit

“there are many types of forbidden relationships”
— like all relations for which a Jew would be
punished with spiritual excision (karet), that
Noahides are forewarned against, for the Sages
include Noahides in the prohibition based on the
verse (Leviticus 18:6), while Rabbi Meir does not
base his ruling on this verse.
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12. Leviticus 18:6

None of you shall approach to any that is near of
kin to him, to uncover her nakedness: | am the L-
rd.
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13. Sanhedrin 57

The Rabbis taught: what is meant when the verse
says (Leviticus 18:6), “no man, no man”? It comes
to include non-Jews, who are forewarned against
forbidden relations as the Jews are.
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14. Tosafot, loc. Cit

And the Sages say: Many forbidden relationships
(arayot) - regarding which the category of karet
applies according to Rabbinic law, the sons of
Noah accepted upon themselves, based on “no
man, no man” (Leviticus 18:6) for all that is stated
in the Torah portion. However, Rabbi Meir does
not interpret 'no man, no man' to include non-
Jews, even though earlier (Sanhedrin, page 56:)
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regarding the blessing of the Name, Rabbi Meir
does interpret 'no man, no man,' to include non-
Jews, and this would imply that this
interpretation would apply everywhere, etc. But
here we have the explanation of Rabbi Meir
according to the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, as it is
established later. However, the prohibitions that
are extended to non-Jews, based on the
interpretation of “no man, no man”, refer to
forbidden relationships specific to Jewish law. But
when it comes to their forbidden relationships (in
the Noahide code) it seems to me that those are
based on the verse (Genesis 2:16), “and the L-rd
G-d commanded the man, saying...” If so,
whether to Rabbi Meir or to the Sages, the
interpretation of “no man, no man”, works only
to extend the prohibition of our forbidden
relationships, to non-Jews, while theirs, it seems
to me, are based on what is written (in Genesis
2:16). The sages interpret to them to mean all
forbidden relationships. Rabbi Meir specified with
regard to the sons of Noah, (Genesis 2:24)
“therefore a man shall leave”, that is, they are
liable to death only for the forbidden
relationships upon which they are warned.

NPV 7 WIR WORN 201 277 119277 R v
TPR7 "% P2 2"K MRY 220077 911707 9aR 17107
22X 7777 NPV W0 WOR WOR WIITT R 13277 172
177777 NPV 99 1127 377 SWAT KD 22007 W17
WOR 2TY° 19 DY 171 %122 wDw 1% 7"'0 "7 Dax
TRY TRV PIITAY DIYE 1T 1T NN 0200 10T
NP N0

The passage discusses the contrasting views between the Sages (Chachamim) and Rabbi Meir concerning
the application of forbidden relationships (arayot) to non-Jews according to the Noahide laws. According
to the Sages, the prohibition of arayot, derived from the phrase "no man, no man" in Leviticus 18:6,
extends universally, encompassing non-Jews under the Noahide laws. This interpretation implies that
non-Jews are bound by the same prohibitions and subject to the corresponding penalties as Jews. In
contrast, Rabbi Meir's stance varies: while he initially interprets "no man, no man" broadly to include
non-Jews in another context (Sanhedrin, page 56), he limits this interpretation specifically to Jewish law
regarding arayot in the current discussion. Rabbi Meir argues that non-Jews are not universally bound by
this interpretation under the Noahide laws. He asserts that the specific prohibitions for non-Jews are
derived from Genesis 2:24, emphasizing that they are only liable for those arayot explicitly warned
against in their own laws. This distinction reflects Rabbi Meir's narrower application of the prohibitions
compared to the broader interpretation of the Sages, impacting how these laws are understood and
applied within legal contexts concerning non-Jews observing the Noahide laws.
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