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Sukkat Shalom . .
el Noact Torah Reflections: Conversations on the Weekly Parsha

Parshat Shelach 5784: Believe in Yourself

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun and
engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless teachings come
to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity to dive deep into the rich
tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that resonate with our modern lives. The
joy lies in the "aha’ moments, those instances when a Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our
personal challenges, aspirations, and values. And when we engage in conversations about Torah with
others, it becomes an interactive exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance
our understanding. These dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the
learning process both enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our lives,
offering not just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless you want
to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion and meditation.
Enjoy this!

Some thoughts from the parsha

In this parsha, the Israelites, poised to enter the promised land of Canaan, debated sending
spies to scout the land despite G-d's assurance of its gift to them. This decision reflected two possible
intentions: one, a practical effort to plan for their conquest and settle in the land ordained by G-d
(Numbers 13:1-2); two, an underlying lack of confidence in being able to transition from their
miraculous desert existence, sustained supernaturally with manna and protected by Divine
manifestations (Numbers 14:1-4), to an earthy, day-to-day.

G-d permitted this mission, respecting their free will, though He foresaw its disastrous
outcome. The spies returned with a discouraging report, exaggerating the challenges and giants they
perceived in Canaan, portraying themselves as insignificant ("grasshoppers") in comparison (Numbers
13:28-33). This report led to widespread fear and doubt among the Israelites, undermining their faith
in G-d's promise and delaying their entry into the land for forty years (Numbers 14:20-35).

This episode underscores the peril of lacking self-confidence and faith in G-d's assurances. It
highlights the consequences of allowing fear and limited perspective to overshadow Divine promises,
which G-d respects despite knowing their faithlessness (Deuteronomy 1:21-27). It teaches that true
faith involves trusting in G-d's plan wholeheartedly and overcoming self-imposed limitations to fulfill
one's Divine mission.

Now, reflect upon the following guestions:

1. How does the story of the spies illustrate the tension between trusting in G-d's promises and
relying on our own perceptions and fears?

2. What might be the modern-day equivalents of sending spies to a promised land, where we
struggle between faith and doubt in pursuing our goals?

3. Reflecting on your life journey, can you recall moments where fear or self-doubt hindered
your ability to embrace opportunities or fulfill your potential?

4. In what ways does our perception of ourselves affect our ability to trust in G-d's guidance and
promises?

5. How can we cultivate a deeper sense of faith and confidence in our ability to achieve what G-
d has destined for us, even when challenges seem daunting?

Shabbat Shalom
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