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Noahides often feel like a man without a country, because unlike the Jewish people, whose 

connection to Torah is accompanied by millenia of heritage, there does not seem to be, at first 

glace, a parallel Noahide tradition. Is it possible, by retracing our steps through the Bible, 

through history to the present day, to determine a Noahide spiritual chain, a heritage that is 

available by reconnecting with it? 

 

A question was asked, why hasn’t there been a campaign to spread these teachings amongst 

humanity throughout history? As we examine the sources, we may discover that in fact, there has 

been a campaign. Of sorts. 

 

We know that the Seven Laws were given to Adam and to Noah. They have been with 

humankind since the dawn of time. What is less spoken about is the fact that the personalities of 

the Book of Genesis can all be considered Bnei Noach, because the only revealed spiritual code 

in the world—until the Giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai, was the Noahide Code. 

 

The Forefathers Were Bnei Noach  

 

a. Abraham 

 

1. Rashi, TB Avoda Zara 3a 

Nimrod threw Abraham our father into a 

furnace in Kasdim because he did not accept 

upon himself the obligation to worship idols, 

for this was forbidden to Bnei Noach, and 

Abraham was a Ben Noach, for he was not 

present at the time of the Giving of the Torah. 

Therefore, Nimrod is referred to as Amrafel, 

because he spoke [amar], and Abraham was 

thrown [hifil] into the furnace. 

השליך את אברהם אבינו באור כשדים על שלא  - נמרוד

קיבל עליו לעבוד עבודת כוכבים שנאסרה לבני נח 

ואברהם בן נח הוא שלא היה בשעת מתן תורה ועל שם  

כך נקרא אמרפל בכיצד מעברין )עירובין נג.( שאמר 

 :והפיל אברהם בכבשן האש

 

 

b. Jacob 

 

2. Rashi, Ibid. 

For he was not suspected of stealing: as the 

verse states, “what have you found, from all 

the utensils of your house—not a knife, not a 

needle?!”, and a son-in-law who dwells in his 

father-in-law’s home for twenty years, when 

he leaves, he doesn’t take even a small item? 

Yet, Bnei Noach had been commanded 

דכתיב מה מצאת מכל כלי ביתך   -שלא נחשד על הגזל 

אפי' סכין אפילו המנק אפילו מחט והחתן הדר בבית  

חמיו עשרים שנה כשיוצא אינו נוטל עמו כלי קטן ובני 

 :נח נצטוו על הגזל ויעקב קיים
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concerning theft, and Jacob fulfilled this 

commandment. 

 

 

 

 

c. Joseph 

 

3. Rashi, ibid. 

With regard to Joseph, who was not suspected 

of transgression—sexual relations with 

another’s wife was forbidden to Bnei Noach, 

as the verse states, “and he shall cleave to his 

wife”, i.e., and not his friend’s wife (TB 

Sanhedrin 58a), and Joseph fulfilled this 

commandment. 

אשת איש נאסרה לבני  -ביוסף שלא נחשד על העבירה 

נח דכתיב ודבק באשתו ולא באשת חבירו )סנהדרין דף 

 :נח.( ויוסף קיים

 

Rashi’s commentary clearly indicates that the status of these people—people we normally (and 

rightly) refer to as the forefathers of the Jewish nation—was Noahide! 

 

Were there attempts to expose others to the Noahide Laws? 

 

Outreach 

 

Genesis 12:5 

 

And Avram took Saray his wife, and Lot his 

brother’s son, and all their substance that they 

had gathered, and the souls that they had 

acquired in Ḥaran; and they went forth to go 

to the land of Kena῾an; and into the land of 

Kena῾an they came. 

יו וְאֶת־כָל־  וֹט בֶן־אָחִִּ֗ וֹ וְאֶת־לַּ֣ שְתּ֜ י אִּ ח אַבְרָם֩ אֶת־שָרַַ֨ קַַּ֣ וַיִּ

וּ   ן וַיֵּצְאִ֗ וּ בְחָרָָ֑ שוּ וְאֶת־הַנֶֶּ֖פֶש אֲשֶר־עָשַּ֣ ר רָכָָ֔ רְכוּשָם֙ אֲשֶַּ֣

עַן׃ רְצָה כְנָָֽ אוּ אַַ֥ עַן וַיָב ֶּ֖ רְצָה כְנַָ֔ כֶת֙ אַַּ֣  לָלֶַ֨

 

The verse actually says, “the souls that they made in Haran”. 

 

Rashi, loc. cit 

 

“Which they had made in Haran” – for they 

brought these souls under the Wings of the 

Divine Presence. Abraham converted the men, 

and Sarah converted the women, and the 

verse regards it as if they created them. 

ינָה; אַבְרָהָם  אשר עשו בחרן. י הַשְכִּ יסָן תַחַת כַנְפֵּ כְנִּ שֶהִּ

יהֶם  ים, וּמַעֲלֶה עֲלֵּ ים וְשָרָה מְגַיֶרֶת הַנָשִּ מְגַיֵּר אֶת הָאֲנָשִּ

לּוּ עֲשָאוּם  הַכָתוּב כְאִּ
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The question we can ask is, exactly what were Abraham and Sarah converting people to? At the 

very least, it was to the consciousness of One G-d. Is that actually a conversion? We can 

speculate, although we can’t say for sure, that it may not only have been the idea of monotheism 

that was promulgated by Abraham and Sarah, but also a path in serving Him, in accordance with 

the revelation that had taken place generations before: the Seven Laws. 

 

 

Post-Sinai Outreach 

 

Esther Rabbah 6:2 

 

Some say that he was the equivalent of 

Abraham in his generation. Just as Abraham 

allowed himself to be put into the fiery 

furnace and went about causing people to 

acknowledge the greatness of the Holy One 

blessed be He – that is what is written: “And 

the souls they had gotten in Ḥaran” (Genesis 

12:5), so too, Mordekhai, in his time, people 

acknowledged the greatness of the Holy One 

blessed be He. That is what is written: “Many 

of the peoples of the land became Jews, as the 

fear of the Jews had fallen upon them” 

(Esther 8:17). He unified the name of the 

Holy One blessed be He, and sanctified it. 

ים שֶהָיָה שָקוּל כְאַבְרָהָם בְדוֹרוֹ, מָה אַבְרָהָם   יֵּש אוֹמְרִּ

יר   כִּ יר וְהִּ ש וְהֶחֱזִּ בְשַן הָאֵּ ינוּ מָסַר אֶת עַצְמוֹ לְתוֹךְ כִּ אָבִּ

יב  כְתִּ יוֹת גְדֻלָּתוֹ שֶל הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא, הֲדָא הוּא דִּ לַבְרִּ

כַי  :(בראשית יב, ה) וְאֶת הַנֶפֶש אֲשֶר עָשוּ בְחָרָן, אַף מָרְדֳּ

יוֹת גְדֻלָּתוֹ שֶל הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא, הֲדָא  ירוּ הַבְרִּ כִּ בְיָמָיו הִּ

יב  כְתִּ ים,   :(אסתר ח, יז)הוּא דִּ תְיַהֲדִּ י הָאָרֶץ מִּ עַמֵּ ים מֵּ וְרַבִּ

יכָךְ נִּ  דְשוֹ, וּלְפִּ ד שְמוֹ שֶל הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא וְקִּ יחֵּ קְרָא  וְיִּ

י ידִּ י אֶלָּא יְחִּ י יְהוּדִּ קְרֵּ י, אַל תִּ יש יְהוּדִּ יב: אִּ כְתִּ י, דִּ  .יְהוּדִּ

 

In a Post-Sinai world, we have a later example of Mordechai, whose demonstration of G-d-

consciousness caused many people to accept not only the 7 laws, but all 613 laws of the Torah. 

 

Non-Jewish Prophets 

 

TB Bava Batra 15b 

 

There were seven prophets who prophesied to 

the nations of the world, and these are they: 

Balaam, his father, Job, Eliphaz HaTeimani 

and Bildad HaShuchi, and Tzofar 

HaNa’amati, and Elihu ben Barachel HaBuzi. 

He said to him, “but, Elihu ben Barachel—

was he not from the people of Israel? After 

all, the verse states that he was from the 

family of Ram!” Rather, he was from the 

תְנַבְאוּ לְאוּמוֹת הָעוֹלָם  ים נִּ יאִּ בְעָה נְבִּ לְעָם   –שִּ ן: בִּ לּוּ הֵּ וְאֵּ

י   י וְצוֹפַר הַנַעֲמָתִּ לְדַד הַשוּחִּ י וּבִּ ימָנִּ יפַז הַתֵּ יוֹב, אֱלִּ יו וְאִּ וְאָבִּ

יהוּא   יטַעְמָיךְ, אֱלִּ יהּ: וְלִּ י! אֲמַר לֵּ ל הַבוּזִּ יהוּא בֶן בַרַכְאֵּ וֶאֱלִּ

ל  שְפַחַת   –בֶן בַרַכְאֵּ מִּ יב ״מִּ ל הֲוָה? וְהָא כְתִּ שְרָאֵּ יִּ לָאו מִּ

יוֹב  י אִּ י נָמֵּ י לְאוּמוֹת הָעוֹלָם; הָכִּ ינַבִּ ינַבוֹיֵּ אִּ   –רָם״! אֶלָּא אִּ

י לָא   י מִּ יאֵּ י ]לְאוּמוֹת הָעוֹלָם[. אַטּוּ כוּלְּהוּ נְבִּ ינַבִּ ינַבוֹיֵּ אִּ אִּ

ינַבוֹ לְאוּמוֹת הָעוֹלָם? הָתָם  יאוּתַיְיהוּ   –אִּ יקַר נְבִּ עִּ

ל, הָכָא  שְרָאֵּ יאוּתַיְיהוּ לְאוּמוֹת הָעוֹלָם. –לְיִּ יקַר נְבִּ  עִּ
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people of Israel, but prophesied to the nations 

of the world. But Job also prophesied to the 

nations of the world! Whom amongst any of 

the prophets did not prophesy to the nations 

of the world?! Rather, with regard to the other 

prophets their prophesies were mainly about 

Israel, whereas the prophesies of these seven 

were mainly about the nations of the world. 

 

Prophets serve a specific purpose, namely to tell people what is going to happen, what G-d has 

decreed, usually to bring people in line because they want to avert the impending disaster. In 

other words, to cause people to do teshuvah, repentance. Chazal are telling us here that there 

were actually seven non-Jewish prophets who prophesied specifically to the nations of the world. 

Usually the prophets are from the people of Israel, who may mention the nations of the world, 

but usually as portents that they are relating specifically to the people of Israel.  

 

Rashi, loc. Cit 

 

We have to say that, since the verse identifies 

him by his name and the name of his father, 

and his family name, he was an Israelite from 

the Ram family, meaning, from the family of 

Abraham. 

על כרחך מדייחסיה קרא בשמו ]ושם אביו[   -אליהוא 

ושם משפחתו ישראל הוה ואית דאמרי ממשפחת רם היה  

 :היינו אברהם

 

There are other opinions as to the identity of Elihu, that he may have been descended from 

Nahor, the father of Abraham.  

 

Examples of Jewish prophets who prophesied to non-Jews 

 

Jonah 1:2 

 

Arise and go to Nineveh, the great city, and 

call upon it, for their evil has risen before Me. 

ה   י־עָלְתַָ֥ ָֽ יהָ כִּ א עָלֶָ֑ ה וּקְרַָּ֣ יר הַגְדוֹלֶָּ֖ ַ֥ ֵ֛ה הָעִּ ינְוֵּ ָֽ ךְ אֶל־נִּ ֵ֧ ק֠וּם לֵּ

י׃ ם לְפָנָָֽ  רָעָתֶָּ֖

 

Radak, loc. cit 

 

Arise and go to Nineveh, the great city, and 

call upon it, for their evil has risen before Me 

– But the verse does not state what he should 

say. And Nineveh was overturned—this 

teaches us that Hashem commanded Yona to 

make this “call” because the evil of Nineveh 

was noticed by Him. We learn from here that 

קום לך אל נינוה. וקרא עליה כי עלתה רעתם לפני.  

ולא כתב מה יקרא עליה אלא ממה שקרא עליה בסוף 

ונינוה נהפכת למדנו כי זאת הקריאה אמר לו שיקרא 

עליה כי עלתה רעתם לפני למד כי האל יתברך משגיח  

אף באומות העולם כשתגדל רעתם בחמס וכן בדור  

המבול ובאנשי סדום כי מלאה הארץ חמס, והחמס  

העולם אבל מפסיד היישוב והאל יתברך רוצה ביישוב 
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G-d oversees the nations of the world, 

particularly when their evilness reaches a 

certain point, like the chaos of the Generation 

of the Flood. Chaos destroys civilization and 

G-d desires the world to be a settled, civilized 

place. 

בשאר עבירות אינם חשובים לפניו שישגיח עליהם אלא  

בישראל לבדם כמו שאמר רק אתכם ידעתי מכל 

 משפחות האדמה כמו שפי' בנבואת עמוס 

 

Eliphaz 

 

Genesis 36:12 

 

Timna was a concubine of Esau’s son 

Eliphaz; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. Those 

were the descendants of Esau’s wife Adah. 

מְנַַּ֣ע ז אֶת־ ׀ וְתִּ יפֶַּ֖ לֶד לֶאֱלִּ ַ֥ ו וַתֵּ שָָ֔ יפַז֙ בֶן־עֵּ אֱלִּ גֶש לֶָֽ ילִֶ֗ ה פִּ הָיְתַָּ֣

ו׃ שָָֽ שֶת עֵּ ַ֥ ה אֵּ ַ֥י עָדֶָּ֖ לֶּה בְנֵּ ק אֵֵּ֕ ָ֑  עֲמָלֵּ

 

Targum Yonatan loc. cit 

 

And Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz bar 

Esau, and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek. He is 

Eliphaz the companion of Job. These are the 

sons of Adah wife of Esau. 

יפַז יַת   ידַת לֶאֱלִּ ילֵּ שָו וִּ יפַז בַר עֵּ ילַקְתָא לֶאֱלִּ מְנַע הֲוָת פִּ וְתִּ

שָו  יתַת עֵּ ין בְנֵּי עָדָה אִּ לֵּ יוֹב אִּ יהּ דְאִּ יפַז חַבְרֵּ ק הוּא אֱלִּ  עֲמָלֵּ

 

Rashi, Job 4:1 

 

Eliphaz was Esau’s son, and because he grew 

up in the home of Isaac, he merited to have 

the Divine Presence dwell upon him. 

)אליפז בן עשו היה ועל ידי שנתגדל  מענה אליפז.

 בחיקו של יצחק זכה שתשרה עליו שכינה:

 

We also know from Midrash Lekach Tov that because Eliphaz grew up with Job, he did not fight 

against the Children of Israel as his father had commanded him. His son, Amalek, asked him, 

“Father, who will inherit This World and the next?”, and Eliphaz answered, “the Children of 

Israel. Go and dig wells for them, and repair their roads, and if you do so, your portion will be as 

good as that of the least of them, and you will merit Olam HaBa” (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemot 

247:268). Hashem said to Eliphaz after he rebuked Job, “I will bring forth prophetic offspring 

from you, someone who will prophesy retribution against the house of your father”—and this we 

see in the vision of the prophet Obadiah, who speaks of the downfall of Edom. We also see in the 

midrash that Job answered by saying to Eliphaz, “look at the face of your father”, and Eliphaz 

answered, “I have no business with him”. However, based on his name HaTimni, there are those 

who say that Eliphaz was a descendant of Teiman the son of the original Eliphaz. Thus, we find a 

dispute as to the dating of the Book of Job—did the events of Job happen in Jacob’s day, or 

during the life of Moses? There is also a midrash that states that Job was one of Pharaoh’s three 

advisers, the other two being Balaam and Jethro. One is destroyed, one is afflicted, and one 

becomes part of Israel. 
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According to the gemara in tractate Avoda Zara (3a), Bildad was a descendant of Keturah, 

Abraham’s second wife. Thus, we see in the verse: 

 

Genesis 25:2 

 

She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, 

Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 

דְיָָָ֑֑ן וְאֶת־ ן וְאֶת־מִּ ן וְאֶת־מְדֶָּ֖ מְרָן֙ וְאֶת־יׇקְשָָ֔ וֹ אֶת־זִּ לֶד לִ֗ ַּ֣ וַתֵּ

וּחַ׃  ק וְאֶת־שָֽ שְבֶָּ֖  יִּ

 

If you descended from Shuah, you would be called HaShuchi. 

 

Job 2:11 

 

When Job’s three friends heard about all these 

calamities that had befallen him, each came 

from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad 

the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They 

met together to go and console and comfort 

him. 

שֶת שְמְע֞וּ שְלַּ֣ ָ֑יִּ אָה   ׀ וַָֽ ה הַז את֮ הַבַָּ֣ ת כׇל־הָרָעַָּ֣ ַּ֣ וֹב אֵּ יִ֗ י אִּ ַּ֣ עֵּ רֵּ

י   ד הַשוּחִָּ֔ לְדַַּ֣ י֙ וּבִּ ימָנִּ ָֽ ז הַתֵּ יפַַ֤ וֹ אֱלִּ מָ֔ מְק  יש מִּ ַּ֣ אוּ֙ אִּ עָלָיו֒ וַיָב ַ֨

וֹ׃ לְנַחֲמָֽ וֹ וָּֽ וּד־לֶּ֖ וֹא לָנָֽ ו לָבַ֥ וּ יַחְדָָ֔ וָּעֲדַּ֣ י וַיִּ ָ֑ עֲמָתִּ ר הַנַָֽ  וְצוֹפֶַּ֖

 

Ibn Ezra, loc. cit 

 

“HaShuchi” – of the sons of Keturah, the wife 

of Abraham 

 .מבני קטורה אשת אברהם את ישבק ואת שוח -השוחי 

 

 

The end of prophecy amongst non-Jews 

 

Tosefot, loc. cit 

 

Wasn’t Elihu an Israelite? – The implication is 

that Elihu ben Barachel was an Israelite. Thus 

we find in the first chapter of Avoda Zara 

(3a), that it says, “let Bildad HaShuchi and 

Tzofar HaNa’amati come and testify about 

Israel that they fulfilled the entire Torah”. 

Note that the statement does not include Elihu 

ben Barachel. It seems that the passage there 

goes along with the notion that Job lived 

during the time of Jacob, as we discover later 

that from the time of Moses and onward, the 

Divine Presence did not rest upon non-Jews. 

אליהוא לא מישראל הוה. משמע דפשיטא דאליהוא בן 

ברכאל מישראל הוה לכך נראה דבפ"ק דע"ז )דף ג.( 

דאמר יבא בלדד השוחי וצופר הנעמתי ויעידו בהן 

בישראל שקיימו כל התורה כולה ל"ג התם ואליהוא בן 

ברכאל ונראה דשמעתתא דהתם סברה כמ"ד איוב בימי  

ילך לא שרתה  יעקב הוה דהא אמר לקמן דממשה וא

 שכינה על עובדי כוכבים: 
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Now let’s look at the Rambam in light of what we just learned 

 

Rambam, Kings and Wars 8:11 

 

Anyone who accepts upon himself the 

fulfillment of these seven mitzvot and is 

precise in their observance is considered one 

of 'the pious among the gentiles' and will 

merit a share in the world to come. 

This applies only when he accepts them and 

fulfills them because the Holy One, blessed 

be He, commanded them in the Torah and 

informed us through Moses, our teacher, that 

Noah's descendants had been commanded to 

fulfill them previously. 

However, if he fulfills them out of intellectual 

conviction, he is not a resident alien, nor of 

'the pious among the gentiles,' nor of their 

wise men. 

י   ידֵּ חֲסִּ י זֶה מֵּ זְהָר לַעֲשוֹתָן הֲרֵּ צְוֹת וְנִּ ל שֶבַע מִּ כָל הַמְקַבֵּ

ל   לֶק לָעוֹלָם הַבָא. וְהוּא שֶיְקַבֵּ אֻמוֹת הָעוֹלָם. וְיֵּש לוֹ חֵּ

וָּה בָהֶן הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא   פְנֵּי שֶצִּ אוֹתָן וְיַעֲשֶה אוֹתָן מִּ

יעָנוּ עַל יְדֵּ  צְטַוּוּ  בַתוֹרָה וְהוֹדִּ דֶם נִּ ק  חַ מִּ נוּ שֶבְנֵּי נ  י משֶה רַבֵּ

ר תוֹשָב   ין זֶה גֵּ עַ הַדַעַת אֵּ פְנֵּי הֶכְרֵּ ם עֲשָאָן מִּ בָהֶן. אֲבָל אִּ

יהֶם  חַכְמֵּ י אֻמוֹת הָעוֹלָם וְל א מֵּ ידֵּ חֲסִּ ינוֹ מֵּ  :וְאֵּ

 

Why is it so important to accept the Seven Laws because the Holy One, Blessed be He, informed 

us through Moses? Because that was the last revelation given to a Noahide! After this point, 

prophecy only occurs amongst the people of Israel, and this too, eventually ends. Intellectual 

conviction does not compare to prophecy. 

 

Next time we meet, we will look at the Noahide heritage as we move further along in history. 

  



 בס"ד 
THE NOAHIDE CHAIN 
RABBI TANI BURTON 
SUKKAT SHALOM-BNEI NOACH 
 

©2024, Rabbi Tani Burton, Sukkat Shalom-Bnei Noach 
 

8 
 

  


