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Gevurot Hashem
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The Maharal of Prague on the 7 Mitzvot

Parts of Chapter 66 that will be used in the Shiur

l. Introduction

Whatever G-d does, has a purpose and is important

e He wants to dwell in this World
e Otherwise He wouldn’t have done it...

e He was together with Man at beginning of Creation
e Man’s bad behavior “expelled” Him from this world

e Man’s behavior can “bring Him back” to this world

e 7 bad generations
e Adam e Division

e 7 good generations
e Avraham e Kehot

e Kain e Sedom ® Yitzchak e Amram
e Enosh e Egypt e Yaacov @ Moshe
e Flood ® Levi

1. 7 Mitzvoth

And these are the seven sins that the
descendants [of Noah] transgress, according to
what was originally given to them at the
creation of the world: limb from a living animal,
“blessing”the Name [of G-d], idolatry, forbidden
relations, laws, theft, and shedding of blood.
These are seven commandments, which are a
connection between the progenitor and the
descendants through its decrees and
commandments, in the way that the
descendants receive the decrees and
commandments of the progenitor. This will be
further explained in the book Tiferet Yisrael.
And therefore, immediately when man was
created, he was given seven commandments.
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® 7 sins, 7 Mitzvoth
e Part of a living animal
e Blasphemy
e |dolatry
e Forbidden relations
® Justice
e Theft
e Murder

lll. Two types of Mitzvoth

T01

The Maharal of Prague on the 7 Mitzvot

It seems that these seven commandments were
chosen because the G-d desires that humanity
be both good to Heaven and good to others.
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Therefore, He gave three commandments
relating to the relationship between a person
and their Creator, to ensure that there is no
harm to Heaven. These are: forbidden relations,
“blessing” the Name, and idolatry. And He gave
three commandments concerning the
relationship between a person and other
people, to ensure that there is no harm to
others. These are: theft, justice, and the
prohibition of shedding blood.
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And the seventh [commandment] is the
prohibition of eating a limb from a living
animal. This is a beginning and a reason to
prevent one from falling into these
transgressions, for it is against the evil
inclination. He gave this commandment to
prevent one from desiring to eat and to cut a
living animal before its soul departs out of one's
desire. To subdue the evil inclination, He gave
this commandment... For if one follows their
evil inclination, eventually the inclination will
say, "Do this," and eventually, "Do that," until
the person transgresses all the sins.
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e Good for heaven
e Forbidden relations
e Blasphemy
e |dolatry

IV. Man has three parts

e Good for man
® Theft
® Justice
e Murder
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e Eating the limb of a living animal

And the reason He gave three commandments
concerning the relationship between a person
and their Creator, and three commandments
concerning the relationship between a person
and other people, is that a person has two
parts: the body and the soul. The person, as a
whole, includes both parts, which together
form the complete human being. This is similar
to a house, which consists of its parts—wood
and stone—and when combined, they create a
structure that is distinct from the individual
parts.
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® Three parts to Man
e Body
e Soul

e Man (combination of both which makes for a complete new third part)

V. Big Picture....

e For God
e Soul
e |dolatry
e Body
e Forbidden relations
e Man
® Blasphemy

e For Man
e Soul
® Justice
e Body
o Theft
e Man
e Murder
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VI. 1. Idolatry - Soul
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And in order to prevent one from sinning in
their soul against Heaven, He gave them the
commandment against idolatry. For all other
sins cannot be committed by one's soul alone,
except for idolatry. As it is written (Ezekiel
14:5), "That | may take hold of the house of
Israel in their own heart," which refers to
idolatry. And as we say in the section of Shulach
HaKen (Chullin 135b), "Perhaps he is
contemplating idolatry." For all sins do not
combine thought with action, except for
idolatry, as it is written, "That | may take hold
of the house of Israel in their own heart."
Therefore, this sin alone is a matter of the soul.
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e |dolatry (Soul, to G-d)

VII. 2. Forbidden relations - Body

Adultery is related to the body, because the
body's desire is for illicit relations. This matter
is explained in several places, where it is stated
that the sin of adultery pertains to the body. As
the Torah says in Sotah, her offering is barley
(Numbers 5:15), which indicates that she
committed a serious act, and thus her offering
is a coarse food (Sotah 14). Hence, the sin of
adultery is a physical, bodily matter.
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e Forbidden relations (Body, to G-d)

VIII. 3. Blasphemy - Man

“Blessing” G-d pertains to the person as a
whole, who is composed of body and soul. The
sin of blessing the Name is a transgression of
speech, as it involves cursing the Name, and
speech is a defining feature of human beings,
who are 'living speakers.' Speech encompasses
both the body and the soul. Therefore, the sin
of blessing the Name with one's speech affects
the person as a whole, just as idolatry affects
the soul and forbidden relations affect the
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body. Blessing the Name in speech involves the
whole person, as speech is a total aspect of
humanity.

And you should also know, and this is the main
point, that the sin of cursing G-d's name
pertains to the entire person. This is because
the sinner in this case is a heretic, denying the
fundamental principle of blessing G-d. Since
there is no fundamental principle, there is no
existence at all for him, and thus he sins against
the entirety of the person, as his existence is
completely nullified.
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® Blasphemy (Man, to G-d)

IX. 4. Justice - Soul

And in order not to be harmful to others, there
are three sins: injustice, theft, and bloodshed.
Judgment pertains to the soul, as it distorts the
true justice and righteousness which are
inherent to the human soul. Justice and
righteousness are qualities of the rational soul,
and thus the sin here affects the soul, as justice
and judgment exist only in the rational soul.
Furthermore, when justice is not carried out, it
diminishes the soul, because whenever a
person sees an injustice, their soul should be
stirred to enact justice. Therefore, every judge
needs to have a courageous and strong heart
for judgment. It is clear that judgment arises
from the stirring of the soul.

, 72,1 ;NN W%, NIMAY% v an K7W 1l
NIIYN NINY L1912 KIN XDNA |27 .0NT NID'aY
NN 2 ,0TRN Y911 RIN YR IYINIENANR Dawn
AWIT 'R 1] ,w910 DN INTE,RIN 1R91 Wil

LT NIV 'R TWNRD L TIVE.NIWN w911 P bawnl
72T NI IWRD DT 72 1NY ,B910 NINMNAaN KIN
N |"T 727270 T NIWY? MIVNN W1 TR ,N 2 1Y
NIN 711N NTIAT.DAWNY PINEYIN A7 17 Y
wa1n NNIVNN N N RN [T

And this commandment is in opposition to
idolatry, which is a commandment to prevent
harm to Heaven, since idolatry is referred to as
‘other gods' (Exodus 20:3). Judges are also
referred to as 'gods' in various contexts. The
sages have said (Sanhedrin 7b) that appointing
an unworthy judge is akin to setting up an
Asherah (a pagan idol), indicating that the
issues are related. Therefore, in contrast to the
commandment given by G-d against idolatry,
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which is a sin against foreign gods, this
commandment regarding justice between
individuals ensures that one does not sin in
matters involving a figure also referred to as
'gods.’

e Justice (Soul, to Man)
e |dolatry (Soul, to G-d)

X. 5. Theft — Forbidden relations

And theft is against forbidden relations, and
everywhere the sages said, "Theft and
forbidden relations are matters of human
desire," thus these two things are similar. The
essence of theft is the pursuit of money and the
desire for wealth and property, which are
physical matters, like forbidden relations,
except that this is between a person and his
fellow. Forbidden relations and theft are not
included in the general category of desire, for
forbidden relations involve the pursuit and
desire for women, or theft involves the pursuit
of wealth. This is not merely desire, but a
specific type of desire; that is, for illicit relations
or for wealth (Proverbs 22:28). However, desire
is the longing for something that one lacks, and
not a specific longing, but rather a general
longing for something desirable. This is a
different matter, as will be explained, and these
things are clear.
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e Theft (Body, to Man)
e Forbidden relations (Body, to G-d)

X!. 6. Murder - Blasphemy

The sin of shedding blood is an offense
between one person and another. This sin
affects the entire person, not just a part of
them. Just as the sin of cursing the Name is a
denial of the fundamental principle, which is
the essence of everything, so too, the sin of
shedding blood completely destroys a person's
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life. Therefore, this sin also affects the whole
person, unlike the sins of justice and theft,
where the wrongdoing is limited to a specific
aspect of a person. Shedding blood is like
cursing the Name in that it represents a total
denial of the individual's existence, as if the
person no longer exists at all.
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e Murder (Man, to Man)
® Blasphemy (Man, to G-d)

XIl. 7. Part of a living animal — Desire

And the seventh, concerning the severity of the
human condition from which the desire arises,
is that one cannot wait until the animal is
slaughtered. This is the desire that comes from
material nature, which is always lacking.
Therefore, one is eager and covets to fulfill its
lack.
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® Eating a part of a living animal — Desire
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