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1. Genesis 1:28 

 

And G-d blessed them and G-d said to 
them, “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the sky, and all life that creeps upon the 
earth”. 

רֶךְ אֹתָם֮ אֱל  ם אֱלקוַיְבָָ֣ אמֶר לָהֶֶ֜ ֹֹּ֨ ים פְר֥וּ וּרְב֛וּ  ק  ים֒ וַי
וֹף   ת הַיָם֙ וּבְעָ֣ הָ וּרְד֞וּ בִדְגַַ֤ ֻׁ֑ רֶץ וְכִבְש  וּמִלְא֥וּ אֶת־הָאָָ֖

רֶץ׃  שֶת עַל־הָאָָֽ רֹמֶ֥ יִם וּבְכׇל־חַיָָ֖ה הָָֽ  הַשָמַַ֔

 
2. Bereshit Rabba 8:12 

 

“And dominate over the fish of the sea” – 
Rabbi Ḥanina said: If they merit it, [they 
will] dominate [redu], but if not, they will 
fall [yeredu]. Rabbi Yaakov of Kefar Ḥanin 
said: One who fulfills “in our image, in our 
likeness – “And dominate”; those who do 
not fulfill “in our image, in our likeness” – 
they will fall [yeredu]. 

אָמַר רַבִי   ,(בראשית א, כח)וּרְדוּ בִדְגַת הַיָם 

חֲנִינָא, אִם זָכָה רְדוּ, וְאִם לָאו יֵרְדוּ. אָמַר רַבִי  
יַעֲקֹב דִכְפַר חָנִין, אֶת שֶהוּא בְצַלְמֵנוּ כִדְמוּתֵנוּ,  

 .וּרְדוּ. אֶת שֶאֵינוֹ בְצַלְמֵנוּ כִדְמוּתֵנוּ, יֵרְדוּ
 

 
3. Deuteronomy 20:19-20 

 

If you besiege a city for a long period of 
time, waging war against it to conquer it, 
you may not destroy its trees by cutting 
them down with an axe. For you would eat 
from the tree; you shall not cut it down—
are trees like the man in the field who 
would retreat into the besieged city? 
 
You may only destroy a tree that you know 
does not produce fruit, cutting it down in 
order to build structures for the siege 
against the city warring with you, until its 
fall.  

יהָ   ם עָלֶָ֣ הִלָחֵֵ֧ ים לְָֽ ים רַבִֶ֜ וּר אֶל־עִיר֩ יָמִֹּ֨ י־תָצָ֣ כִָֽ
י   ן כִִּ֚ ית אֶת־עֵצָהּ֙ לִנְדַֹ֤חַ עָלָיו֙ גַרְזֶַ֔ א־תַשְחִַ֤ ָֹֽ הּ ל לְתׇפְשָ 
ה   ץ הַשָדֶַ֔ אָדָם֙ עֵָ֣ י הָָֽ ת כִַ֤ א תִכְרֹֻׁ֑ ָֹ֣ וֹ ל ל וְאֹתָ֖ נּוּ תאֹכֵַ֔ מִמֶָ֣

וֹר׃  א מִפָנֶָ֖יךָ בַמָצָֽ ֹ֥  לָב
 

וּא אֹת֥וֹ   ץ מַאֲכָל֙ הַ֔ י־לאֹ־עֵַ֤ ע כִָֽ ץ אֲשֶר־תֵדַ  ק עֵָ֣ רַ֞
וא   וֹר עַל־הָעִיר֙ אֲשֶר־הִֹּ֨ יתָ מָצ  תָ וּבָנִָ֣ ית וְכָרָֻׁ֑ תַשְחִָ֖

הּ׃  ד רִדְתָָֽ ה עַ֥ ה עִמְךָ֛ מִלְחָמָָ֖  {פ} עֹשֵָ֧
 

 
4. Sanhedrin 59a 

 

There is nothing that is permitted to Jews 
that is forbidden to non-Jews. Nothing? 
What about war brides? The reason that a 
war bride is permitted to Jews and 
forbidden to non-Jews is that non-Jews are 
not authorized to conquer. 

ליכא מידעם דלישראל שרי ולעובד כוכבים  
ולא והרי יפת תואר התם משום דלאו בני   אסור 

 כיבוש נינהו 
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5. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 529 

 

The root of this commandment is well-
known — it is in order to teach our souls to 
love good and benefit and to cling to it. And 
through this, good clings to us and we will 
distance [ourselves] from all bad and 
destructive things. And this is the way of 
the pious and people of [proper] action — 
they love peace and are happy for the good 
of the creatures and bring them close to 
Torah, and they do not destroy even a grain 
of mustard in the world. And they are 
distressed by all loss and destruction that 
they see; and if they can prevent it, they 
will prevent any destruction with all of their 
strength. But not so are the wicked — the 
brothers of the destructive spirits. They 
rejoice in the destruction of the world, and 
they destroy themselves — [since] in the 
way that a person measures, so is he 
measured; which is to say that he clings to 
it forever, as the matter that is written 
(Proverbs 17:5), “the one who rejoices in 
calamity, will not be cleared (of evil).” And 
the one who desires the good and rejoices 
in it, “his soul will dwell in the good” 
forever. This is known and famous.i 

שֹרֶש הַמִצְוָה יָדוּעַ, שֶהוּא כְדֵי לְלַמֵד נַפְשֵנוּ  
לֶאֱהֹב הַטּוֹב וְהַתוֹעֶלֶת וּלְהִדָבֵק בוֹ, וּמִתוֹךְ כָךְ  
תִדְבַק בָנוּ הַטּוֹבָה, וְנַרְחִיק מִכָל דָבָר רַע וּמִכָל  

דְבַר הַשְחָתָה. וְזֶהוּ דֶרֶךְ הַחֲסִידִים וְאַנְשֵי  
שֶה, אוֹהֲבִים שָלוֹם וּשְמֵחִים בְטוּב הַבְרִיוֹת  מַעֲ 

וּמְקָרְבִים אוֹתָן לַתוֹרָה, וְלאֹ יְאַבְדוּ אֲפִלוּ גַרְגֵר  
שֶל חַרְדָל בָעוֹלָם, וְיֵצַר עֲלֵיהֶם בְכָל אֲבַדוֹן  

  וְהַשְחָתָה שֶיִרְאוּ, וְאִם יוּכְלוּ לְהַצִיל יַצִילוּ כָל דָבָר 
מֵהַשְחִית בְכָל כֹחָם. וְלאֹ כֵן הָרְשָעִים אֲחֵיהֶם שֶל  

מַזִיקִים, שְמֵחִים בְהַשְחָתַת עוֹלָם, וְהֵמָה  
מַשְחִיתִים אֶת עַצְמָם, בְמִדָה שֶאָדָם מוֹדֵד בָהּ  
מוֹדְדִין לוֹ. כְלוֹמַר, בָהּ הוּא נִדְבָק לְעוֹלָם, וּכְעִנְיָן  

שלי יז, ה( שָמֵחַ לְאֵיד לאֹ יִנָּקֶה.  שֶכָתוּב )מ
וְהֶחָפֵץ בַטּוֹב וְשָמֵחַ בוֹ נַפְשוֹ בְטוֹב תָלִין לְעוֹלָם,  

רְסָם  .זֶה יָדוּעַ וּמְפ 
 

 
6. Kohelet Rabbah 7:13 

When the Holy One blessed be He created 
Adam the first man, He took him and 
showed him all the trees in the Garden of 
Eden, and He said to him: ‘See My 
creations, how beautiful and exemplary 
they are. Everything I created, I created for 
you. Make certain that you do not ruin and 
destroy My world, as if you destroy it, there 
will be no one to mend it after you.ii 

בְשָעָה שֶבָרָא הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא אֶת אָדָם  
הָרִאשוֹן, נְטָלוֹ וְהֶחֱזִירוֹ עַל כָל אִילָנֵי גַן עֵדֶן, וְאָמַר  
בָחִין הֵן, וְכָל מַה   לוֹ, רְאֵה מַעֲשַי כַמָה נָאִים וּמְש 

שֶבָרָאתִי בִשְבִילְךָ בָרָאתִי, תֵן דַעְתְךָ שֶלאֹ  
לְקֵל וְתַחֲרִיב אֶת עוֹלָמִי, שֶאִם קִלְקַלְתָ אֵין מִי  תְקַ 

 שֶיְתַקֵן אַחֲרֶיךָ 
 

 
 

i Sefer HaChinukh, translated by R. Francis Nataf, Sefaria 2018 
ii The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah, 2022 
 
 
 
 


