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Sukkat Shalom . .
el Noact Torah Reflections: Conversations on the Weekly Parsha

Parshat Bereishit 5785: Partners in Creation

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun and
engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless teachings come
to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity to dive deep into the rich
tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that resonate with our modern lives. The
joy lies in the 'aha' moments, those instances when a Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our
personal challenges, aspirations, and values. And when we engage in conversations about Torah with
others, it becomes an interactive exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance
our understanding. These dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the
learning process both enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our lives,
offering not just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don'’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless you want
to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion and meditation.
Enjoy this!

Some thoughts from the parsha

The mitzvah of procreation is foundational in the Torah's vision of human purpose and continuity. For
Noahides, this commandment, which may or may not be obligatory, is nevertheless viewed as a
positive spiritual directive with universal implications.

The commandment for humanity to "be fruitful and multiply" appears in Genesis 1:28, where G-d
blesses the first humans, saying, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it."
This instruction is seen as an expression of G-d's desire for human beings to foster life, contributing to
the flourishing of society and fulfilling their role as partners with the Creator.

Rabbinic sources suggest that while Noahides are not strictly obligated in this mitzvah, it is highly
valued as a righteous act. In Sanhedrin 59b, Rabbi Yohanan posits that the mitzvah of procreation was
initially given to Adam and later reaffirmed with Noah after the Flood, but was not legally binding on
Noabhides thereafter. Nevertheless, procreation aligns with the moral purpose imbued within the Seven
Laws, helping ensure the survival and ethical vitality of the human community.

Procreation transcends the mere act of bearing children, carrying profound ethical and spiritual
significance. Rabbi Hirsch explains that this mitzvah is not solely about population growth but about
raising the next generation with values, cultivating respect for life, and preserving G-d's covenant with
humanity. By bringing forth life, parents join in a divine purpose, aligning with G-d's creative will and
fostering a legacy that upholds justice, compassion, and ethical wisdom.

For Noahides, the mitzvah of procreation represents an opportunity to participate in the divine mission
of sustaining humanity and transmitting universal values. It is an invitation to live intentionally, with
the knowledge that each act of nurturing life strengthens the moral fabric of society and reflects G-d's
goodness. In this light, procreation becomes not only an act of love but also a means of elevating
one’s own spiritual life.
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Now, reflect upon the following questions

L.

2.

How do you understand the significance of the mitzvah "Be fruitful and multiply" within the
context of a universal ethical framework?

If this mitzvah is not obligatory for Noahides, what might be the deeper reason G-d initially
instructed it to all humanity?

How can the value of procreation influence a Noahide's sense of purpose and responsibility
toward the next generation?

In what ways can Noahides contribute to the spiritual and moral upbringing of the next
generation, even without bearing children themselves?

How might the act of nurturing life reflect our role as partners with G-d in sustaining and
improving the world?

Shabbat Shalom!

©2024 Sukkat Shalom-B’nei Noach, by Rabbi Tani Burton 2



