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GENESIS COMMANDMENTS AFTER SINAI

l. Which mitzvot apply to Bnei Noach after Sinai?

1. Sanhedrin 59a

Rabbi Yossi ben Rabbi Chanina said: any mitzvah
that was stated to Bnei Noach and repeated at
Sinai is applicable to both [Bnei Noach and Bnei
Yisrael]. If a mitzvah was given to Bnei Noach
but not repeated at Sinai, it applies to Israel and
not to the Bnei Noach. We only have the
prohibition of eating the sinew vein (which is
not repeated at Sinai), and according to the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda.
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2. Rashi, loc. cit.

“And we do not have”: a warning to the Bnei
Noach which is not repeated at Sinai other than
the prohibition against eating the gid hanashe.
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Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato, Derech Hashem 2:4

However, according to the Supreme Justice,
they were all found to be fit to stay on the lowly
level of mankind that Adam and his offspring
had reached due to his sin - and not higher than
this at all. And it was Abraham alone that was
chosen because of his deeds. He had raised
himself and was set to be an excellent and
precious tree, according to the higher level of
human existence, such that it was [also] given
to him to produce his branches according to his
qualities.
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1. Circumcision

3. Sanhedrin 59b

What about circumcision, which was a
commandment given to Bnei Noach, as the
verse states (Genesis 17:9), “and you shall guard
My Covenant” —which was repeated at Sinai
(Leviticus 12:3), “and you shall circumcise on
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the eighth day...”, which was stated for the Bnei
Yisrael and not for the Bnei Noach? That verse
comes to permit circumcision on Shabbat, as it
says, “and on [the eighth] day”—even on
Shabbat.

4. Rambam, Laws of Kings and Wars 10:7

Only Abraham and his descendants were
commanded regarding circumcision as Genesis
17:9-10 states: 'Keep My covenant, you and
your offspring... circumcise every male.'

The descendants of Ishmael are excluded as
implied by Genesis 21:12: 'lt is through Isaac,
that your offspring will be called.' Esau's
descendants are also excluded, for Isaac told
Jacob Genesis 28:4: 'May G-d grant Abraham's
blessing to you and your descendants,' implying
that only he is the true offspring of Abraham
who maintains his faith and his upright
behavior. Thus, they alone are obligated in
circumcision.
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Il Procreation—are Bnei Noach obligated?

a. Bnei Noach are not obligated

5. Ibid.

What about [the commandment] to procreate,
which was originally stated to Bnei Noach, as it
is written (Genesis 9:7), “and you, be fruitful
and multiply”, and repeated at Sinai
(Deuteronomy 5:26), “go return to your tents”,
which was stated to the Bnei Yisrael but not to
the Bnei Noach? That verse comes to teach
another halacha, that any decree issued by a
quorum of judges requires another quorum of
judges to be rescinded.
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b. Bnei Noach are obligated

6. Tosefot, loc. cit.
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“What about procreation?”: From where do we
derive that the mitzvah to procreate was not
stated to Bnei Noach? If you will say, because it
is not counted in the Seven Mitzvot, behold, it
was said earlier (58b): positive commandments
are not listed amongst the seven!
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7. Sheiltot d’Rav Achai Gaon 165

Question: The House of Israel is obligated to
marry women and produce children, and
involve themselves in procreation, as the verse
states (Jeremiah 29:6), “take wives and give
birth to sons and daughters, etc.” [Do we say
that] this goes without saying with regard to
Israel, and that even non-Jews are also
commanded to procreate, as it is written
(Genesis 9:7), “and you, be fruitful and
multiply”?
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8. Ibid.

Thus say the sages in the Mishnah of ours: One
should not refrain from procreation and
multiplication unless he has children. What if he
is exempt? But didn't Rav Nachman say in the
name of Shmuel: Even though a person has
children, he should not remain without a
spouse because it is written, 'It is not good for a
person to be alone.'
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9. Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the Netziv, loc. cit.

Even non-Jews who observe the seven Noahide
laws etc. As Rashi stated in Yevamot 62a, the
term 'sons of pr’u' (fruitfulness) refers to all.
And Tosafot in Chagigah 2b, in the explanation
of 'do not make it desolate,' said: 'In simplicity,
it means, 'Multiply and procreate."
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10. Rashi, TB Yevamot 62a

T02

GENESIS COMMANDMENTS AFTER SINAI

Bnei Noach are subject to the mitzvah of
procreation, as it is written (Genesis 9:1), “and
He said to them, ‘be fruitful and multiply”.
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11. TB Chagiga 2b

Was the world not created for procreation, as
the verse states (Isaiah 45:18), “He did not
create it to be a waste; He formed it to be
inhabited”. Rather, for the sake of the
rectification of the world, we force the master
to free his slave.
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