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l. Repentance in the Book of Jonah

a. The sailors

1. Jonah 1:7-16
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And they said everyone to his fellow, Come,
and let us cast lots, that we may know for
whose cause this evil is upon us. So they
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Yona.

Then they said to him, Tell us, we pray thee,
for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is
thy occupation? and where dost thou come
from? what is thy country? and of what
people art thou?

And he said to them, | am a Hebrew; and |
fear the Lord, the G-d of heaven, who made
the sea and the dry land.

Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and
they said to him, Why hast thou done this?
For the men knew that he had fled from the
presence of the Lord, because he had told
them.

Then they said to him, What shall we do to
thee, that the sea may be calm for us? for
the sea grew more and more tempestuous.
And he said to them, Take me up, and cast
me into the sea; so shall the sea be calm for
you: for | know that for my sake this great
tempest is upon you.

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring
the ship back to land; but they could not:
for the sea grew more and more
tempestuous against them.

So they cried to the Lord, and said, We
beseech Thee, O L-rd, we beseech thee, let
us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not
upon us innocent blood: for thou, O L-rd,
hast done as it pleased Thee.

So they took up Yona, and cast him into the
sea: and the sea ceased from its raging.
Then the men feared the L-rd exceedingly,
and offered a sacrifice to the L-rd, and
made vows.
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b. Nineveh

2. Jonah 3:4-10
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And Yona began to enter the city a day’s
journey, and he cried, and said, Another
forty days, and Nineve shall be
overthrown.

So the people of Nineve believed G-d,
and proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them
even to the least of them.

For word came to the king of Nineve,
and he arose from his throne, and he laid
his robe from him, and covered himself
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

And he caused it to be proclaimed and
published through Nineve by the decree
of the king and his nobles, saying, Let
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock,
taste any thing: let them not feed, nor
drink water:

but let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and cry mightily to G-d: and
let them turn everyone from his evil
way, and from the violence that is in
their hands.

Who can tell? G-d may turn and relent,
and turn away from his fierce anger, so
that we perish not.

And G-d saw their deeds, in that they
turned from their evil way; and G-d
repented of the evil, which he had said
that he would do to them; and he did not
do it.
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Il. Universal recognition of G-d

3. Liturgy, Days of Awe (Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur)

And so, grant that Your awe, L-rd, our
G-d, be upon all Your works, and Your
dread upon all You have created; and
[then] all [Your] works will fear You,
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and prostrate before You will be all
[Your] created beings. And may they all
form a single band to do Your will with
a perfect heart. For we know L-rd, our
G-d that rulership is Yours, strength is
in Your hand, might is in Your right
hand and Your Name is awesome over
all You have created.
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4. Esther4:16

Go, gather together all the Jews who are
present in Shushan, and fast for me, and
neither eat nor drink for three days,
night and day: | also and my maidens
will fast likewise, and so | will go in to
the king, though it is against the law:
and if | perish, | perish.
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5. Proverbs 1:7

The fear of the L-rd is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.
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