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Sukkat Shqlom

1. Leviticus 18:5

TORAH-STUDY
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And you shall guard My statutes and My laws,
through the performance of which man shall
live, | am the L-rd
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2. TB Berakhot 11b

Which blessing does one make before reciting
passages of Torah? Rav Yehuda said in the name
of Shmuel, “[Who] has sanctified us with His
mitzvot, and has commanded us to engage in
words of Torah”.
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3. Shulchan Aruch OC 47:1

One must be very careful to recite birkat
hatorah
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4. Taz, Commentary on Shulchan Aruch 47:1

The reason why one must be extremely careful
regarding birkat hatorah is because the blessing
implies that one learns Torah lishma (for its own
sake, i.e. because one is commanded to do so),
etc.

The Torah is only fulfilled through someone
who “kills” himself over it, meaning that he
engages in pilpul, as well as “give and take”, as is
written, “if you will walk in My statutes”, i.e., by
toiling in the learning of Torah—not like those
who learn the words of Torah for pleasure and
do not exert themselves; the mitzvah to learn
Torah is not fulfilled by them. Therefore, the
verse says, “and they did not walk in it”, i.e.,
they did not engage in the laws of the Torah in
the manner of “give and take” and pilpul etc.
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5. Mishna, Avot 1:17

Study is not the most important thing; action is.
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6. BT Sanhedrin 59a
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Rabbi Yochanan said, “a non-Jew [idol
worshipper] who busies himself with [the study
of] Torah is liable to the death penalty, as the
verse states (Deuteronomy 33:4), ‘the Torah that
Moses commanded us is an inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob.’ It is an inheritance for us,
not for them.”

[Objection #1] If so, let this prohibition be
counted amongst the Seven Mitzvot!
[Resolution #1] The Amora who reads nwnin
(morasha, “inheritance”) in the plain sense,
categorizes this as a form of theft.

[Resolution #2] The Amora who reads nwnIn as
NONINN (m’orasa, “a betrothed maiden”)
compares this as one who rapes a betrothed
maiden, which is punishable by stoning.

[Objection #2] Rabbi Meir would say, “from
where do we know that someone who is a
Gentile, and engages in Torah study is like the
High Priest? The verse states (Leviticus 18:5),
‘which a person does them and lives through
them’. There is no mention of priests, Levites or
Israelites—just DTRN, (ha’adam, “a person”).
From here you learn that even a Gentile who
engages in Torah study is like the High Priest. That
is true when they are engaged in their mitzvot.
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7. Maharsha, Chiddushei HaAggadot, loc.cit.

According to that which is written (Avot 2:12),
“for it is not an inheritance to you”, and it is
considered as something that sits on a street
corner for anyone who wants to take it, etc.
When the Torah was first given to Israel, it was
like a bride-to-be, until one learns it. At that
point, it is considered his wife.
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8. Pirkei Avot 2:12

TORAH-STUDY
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Rabbi Yosi says, “let the property of your friend
be as precious to you as your own, and make
yourself fit to study Torah for it will not be yours
by inheritance, and let all of your actions be for
the sake of Heaven.
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9. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 10:9

A Gentile who engages in Torah study is liable to
the death penalty. He should only study the
Seven Mitzvot [of B'nei Noach].

The general rule is that we do not allow them to
create new religions or to invent mitzvot for
themselves. Let him become a righteous
convert and accept upon himself all of the
mitzvot or remain with his Torah [the Seven
Mitzvot] without adding or subtracting
anything. And if he engages in Torah study or
invents new religious behaviors, we give him
corporal punishment, penalize him and infom
him that he is liable to the death penalty for
this, although he is not executed.
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10. Lechem Mishna, loc.cit.

It appears to me that the Rambam’s reasoning
is based on that which is written [in Tractate
Sanhedrin], that such a person is not actually
executed, because the question was asked
[Tosefot], “there is nothing that is permitted to
a Jew that is forbidden to a non-Jew”, for there
are the cases of a non-Jew who observes the
Sabbath or who learns Torah. In such cases, it is
a mitzvah for a Jew, and prohibited to a non-
Jew. Tosefot stated that the aforementioned
principle of by Nn'7? does not apply where it is
a mitzvah for Jews. But the Rambam’s opinion is
exactly the opposite—where it is not only
permitted to a Jew, but is a mitzvah, there is no
reason a non-Jew would be prohibited or liable
for the death penalty because of it.
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