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Sukkat Shqlom

More Mitzvot
L Either convert, or stay in your lane?

1. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 10:9
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A Gentile who engages in Torah study is liable
to the death penalty. He should only study the
Seven Mitzvot [of B’nei Noach].

The general rule is that we do not allow them to
create new religions or to invent mitzvot for
themselves. Let him become a righteous convert
and accept upon himself all of the mitzvot or
remain with his Torah [the Seven Mitzvot]
without adding or subtracting anything. And if
he engages in Torah study or invents new
religious behaviors, we give him corporal
punishment, penalize him and inform him that
he is liable to the death penalty for this, although
he is not executed.
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2. Me’iri, Sanhedrin 59a

A Ben Noach, whom we have seen acting
“piously”, i.e. he has established for himself
days of rest—either Sabbath or Yom Tov—is
deserving of punishment, although not
execution. It is not only when he has established
these things for himself based on our tradition,
such as a Gentile who is observing the Sabbath,
that we punish him, and we say to him, “either
accept upon yourself the yoke of the mitzvot, or
do not create new rituals from what is ours”;
even if he fixes for himself other days [besides
our Sabbath and Yom Tov] such as Monday, we
do not allow him to create and establish a
festival for himself where he keeps Sabbath
laws as a festival, because it appears to others as
if he is one of our people, and others will learn
from him. But with regard to other mitzvot, we
do not withhold these from him, for Chazal have
instructed us to accept sacrifices and tzedakah
from him. Additionally, the law is, if he engages
in intense Torah study not for the sake of
fulfilling its mitzvot, but to arrive at a deep
knowledge of our Torah and Talmud, it is
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appropriate that he be punished, because other
people will assume that he is a Jew, based on the
fact that they see that he knows [Torah] and they
will mistakenly follow his example.
Nevertheless, any extent to which he engages in
Torah study as it pertains to the Sheva Mitzvot
and their details, and everything that results
from them, even if the majority of the rest of the
Torah is contained within them, we honor him
even like we would the Kohen Gadol, because
there is no concern that people will mistakenly
follow him, for he is only studying that which
pertains to him—and this is all the more true if
his study is performed with the intention of
getting a full knowledge of the Torah where if
he finds it perfect he will come back and
convert, and especially if he studies and fulfills
its mitzvot for their own sake, even in areas that
are not from the Seven Mitzvot.

IL. Prohibitions: Torah study and Shabbat

1. Deuteronomy 33:4

‘the Torah that Moses commanded us is an
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.’
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2. BT Sanhedrin 59a

Rabbi Yochanan said, “a non-Jew [idol worshipper]
who busies himself with [the study of] Torah is
liable to the death penalty, as the verse states
(Deuteronomy 33:4), ‘the Torah that Moses
commanded us is an inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob.’ It is an inheritance for us,
not for them.”

[Objection #1] If so, let this prohibition be counted
amongst the Seven Mitzvot!

[Resolution #1] The Amora who reads mwm
(morasha, “inheritance”) in the plain sense,
categorizes this as a form of theft.

[Resolution #2] The Amora who reads 7w as
707RM (m‘orasa, “a betrothed maiden”) compares
this as one who rapes a betrothed maiden, which is
punishable by stoning.
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[Objection #2] Rabbi Meir would say, “from where
do we know that someone who is a Gentile, and
engages in Torah study is like the High Priest? The
verse states (Leviticus 18:5), “‘which a person does
them and lives through them’. There is no mention
of priests, Levites or Israelites—just 078,
(ha’adam, “a person”). From here you learn that
even a Gentile who engages in Torah study is like
the High Priest. That is true when they are engaged
in their mitzvot.

I1I. The death penalty is theoretical

3. Kesef Mishna on Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 10:9

“He is not killed” — Because he holds that a
Noahide is only executed for violations of the
seven mitzvot, and despite the fact that the
gemara likens his Torah study to theft, etc., our
Rabbi (the Rambam) understands this to be
theoretical.
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4. Lechem Mishna, loc.cit.

It appears to me that the Rambam’s reasoning is
based on that which is written [in Tractate
Sanhedrin], that such a person is not actually
executed, because the question was asked
[Tosefot], “there is nothing that is permitted to a
Jew that is forbidden to a non-Jew”, for there are
the cases of a non-Jew who observes the Sabbath
or who learns Torah. In such cases, it is a mitzvah
for a Jew, and prohibited to a non-Jew. Tosefot
stated that the aforementioned principle of n*?
oy does not apply where it is a mitzvah for
Jews. But the Rambam’s opinion is exactly the
opposite—where it is not only permitted to a Jew,
but is a mitzvah, there is no reason a non-Jew
would be prohibited to the extent of his being
liable for the death penalty because of it.
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Iv. Concerns about Gentiles impersonating or giving the impression that they are Jews

1. Meiri on Sanhedrin

Additionally, the law is, if he engages in intense
Torah study not for the sake of fulfilling its
mitzvot, but to arrive at a deep knowledge of our
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Torah and Talmud, it is appropriate that he be
punished, because other people will assume that
he is a Jew, based on the fact that they see that
he knows [Torah] and they will mistakenly
follow his example.
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V. Voluntary fulfillment of mitzvot by Noahides

1. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 10:10

We should not prevent a Noachide who desires
to perform one of the Torah's mitzvot in order to
receive reward from doing so, provided he
performs it as required. If he brings an animal to
be sacrificed as a burnt offering, we should
receive it.

If a Noachide who observes the seven mitzvot
gives charity, we should accept it from him. It
appears to me that it should be given to the
Jewish poor for the Noachide may derive his
sustenance from the Jews and they are
commanded to support him if necessary. In
contrast, if an idolater gives charity, we should
accept it from him and give it to the gentile
poor.!
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VL The Noahide’s reward for voluntary fulfillment

1. TB Avoda Zara 3a

Rabbi Meir would say, “from where do we see
that even an idolater who learns Torah is
considered like the High Priest? The verse states
(Leviticus 18:5), ‘[ You shall therefore keep My
statutes and My ordinances], which if a person
does he shall live through them’. It does not say,
‘priests’, ‘Levites’, or ‘Israelites’, but rather ‘a
person’. Thus, we learn that even an idolater
who learns Torah is considered like the High
Priest”. Rather, this comes to teach you that
[non-Jews] would not receive the reward of
someone who is commanded and does the
mitzvah, but as someone is not commanded and
does the mitzvah.
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1 English translation by Rabbi Eliyahu Touger
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There shall be one law for you and for the
resident stranger; it shall be a statute for all time
throughout the generations. You and the stranger
shall be alike before Hashem.
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3. Rambam, Hilchot Mila 3:7

If an idolater intends to fulfill the mitzvah of
circumcision, it is permitted for a Jew to
circumcise him.
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4. Rambam Commentary on the Mishna, Terumot 3:9

Non-Jews, even though they are not obligated in
mitzvot, if they perform them in any aspect,
they have a certain level of reward.
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5. Meiri on Sanhedrin

if his study is performed with the intention of
getting a full knowledge of the Torah where if
he finds it perfect he will come back and
convert, and especially if he studies and fulfills
its mitzvot for their own sake, even in areas that
are not from the Seven Mitzvot.

7Y 1°D7IN NHW N°aN 7Y RAY YT DY NP OR
PO OR 1O 931 AN NI vhw IRXR ORW
ROW 72w 2OP9 IRWA AR 7RwS 70180 MRV 0P
:M¥N vawn

6. Rambam, Yesodei HaTorah 9:1

if a person will arise, whether Jew or gentile,
and perform a sign or wonder and say that G-d
sent him to add a mitzvah, withdraw a mitzvah,
explain a mitzvah in a manner which differs
from the tradition received from Moses, or if he
says that the mitzvot commanded to the Jews are
not forever, but rather were given for a limited
time,

he is a false prophet.
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