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1. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 1:3 

 

After this mighty man was weaned, he 

began to explore and think. Though he 

was a child, he began to think 

[incessantly] throughout the day and 

night, wondering: How is it possible for 

the sphere to continue to revolve 

without having anyone controlling it? 

Who is causing it to revolve? Surely, it 

does not cause itself to revolve. 

He had no teacher, nor was there 

anyone to inform him. Rather, he was 

mired in Ur Kasdim among the foolish 

idolaters. His father, mother, and all the 

people [around him] were idol 

worshipers, and he would worship with 

them. [However,] his heart was 

exploring and [gaining] understanding. 

Ultimately, he appreciated the way of 

truth and understood the path of 

righteousness through his accurate 

comprehension. He realized that there 

was one G-d who controlled the sphere, 

that He created everything, and that 

there is no other G-d among all the 

other entities. He knew that the entire 

world was making a mistake. What 

caused them to err was their service of 

the stars and images, which made them 

lose awareness of the truth. 

Abraham was forty years old when he 

became aware of his Creator. When he 

recognized and knew Him, he began to 

formulate replies to the inhabitants of 

Ur Kasdim and debate with them, 

telling them that they were not 

following a proper path. 

He broke their idols and began to teach 

the people that it is fitting to serve only 

the G-d of the world. To Him [alone] is 

it fitting to bow down, sacrifice, and 

offer libations, so that the people of 

future [generations] would recognize 

Him. [Conversely,] it is fitting to 

destroy and break all the images, lest all 

the people err concerning them, like 

those people who thought that there are 

ט בְדַעְתּוֹ וְהוּא קָטָן   יל לְשוֹטֵּ תְחִּ יתָן זֶׁה הִּ גְמַל אֵּ נִּ יוָן שֶׁ כֵּ

פְשָר   יאַךְ אֶׁ הַ הֵּ ב בַיּוֹם וּבַלַיְלָה וְהָיָה תָּמֵּ יל לַחֲשֹׁ תְחִּ וְהִּ

י   יג וּמִּ הְיֶׁה לוֹ מַנְהִּ יד וְלֹׁא יִּ ג תָּמִּ הְיֶׁה הַגַלְגַל הַזֶׁה נוֹהֵּ יִּּ שֶׁ

י  י אִּ ב אוֹתוֹ. כִּ ת עַצְמוֹ. וְלֹׁא הָיָה לוֹ  יְסַבֵּ ב אֶׁ יְּסַבֵּ פְשָר שֶׁ אֶׁ

ין   ים בֵּ לָא מֻשְקָע בְאוּר כַשְדִּ יעַ דָבָר אֶׁ ד וְלֹׁא מוֹדִּ מְלַמֵּ

י   מוֹ וְכָל הָעָם עוֹבְדֵּ יו וְאִּ ים וְאָבִּ פְשִּ ים הַטִּ י כוֹכָבִּ עוֹבְדֵּ

בִּ  ט וּמֵּ בוֹ מְשוֹטֵּ ם וְלִּ מָהֶׁ ד עִּ ים וְהוּא עוֹבֵּ ין עַד  כוֹכָבִּ

תְּבוּנָתוֹ הַנְכוֹנָה.   ק מִּ דֶׁ ין קַו הַצֶׁ בִּ ת וְהֵּ ךְ הָאֱמֶׁ רֶׁ יג דֶׁ שִּ הִּ שֶׁ

יֵּּש שָם אֱלוֹ  יג הַגַלְגַל וְהוּא בָרָא   קוְיָדַע שֶׁ חָד וְהוּא מַנְהִּ אֶׁ

מְצָא אֱלוֹ  ין בְכָל הַנִּ כָל   קהַכל וְאֵּ נוּ. וְיָדַע שֶׁ מֶׁ חוּץ מִּ

ים   עוֹבְדִּ טְעוֹת זֶׁה שֶׁ ם לִּ גָרַם לָהֶׁ ים וְדָבָר שֶׁ הָעוֹלָם טוֹעִּ

דַעְתָּם.   ת מִּ אָבַד הָאֱמֶׁ ת הַצוּרוֹת עַד שֶׁ ים וְאֶׁ ת הַכוֹכָבִּ אֶׁ

יר   כִּ הִּ יוָן שֶׁ ת בוֹרְאוֹ. כֵּ יר אַבְרָהָם אֶׁ כִּ ים שָנָה הִּ ן אַרְבָעִּ וּבֶׁ

תְ  ים  וְיָדַע הִּ יב תְּשוּבוֹת עַל בְנֵּי אוּר כַשְדִּ יל לְהָשִּ חִּ

ם   אַתֶּׁ ת שֶׁ ךְ הָאֱמֶׁ רֶׁ ין זוֹ דֶׁ אֵּ ם וְלוֹמַר שֶׁ מָהֶׁ ין עִּ ךְ דִּ וְלַעֲרֹׁ

ין   אֵּ יעַ לָעָם שֶׁ יל לְהוֹדִּ תְחִּ ים וְהִּ ר הַצְלָמִּ בֵּ ים בָה וְשִּ הוֹלְכִּ

אֱלוֹ  לָא לֶׁ ד אֶׁ שְתַּחֲווֹת   קרָאוּי לַעֲבֹׁ הָעוֹלָם וְלוֹ רָאוּי לְהִּ

ים.   ים הַבָאִּ ירוּהוּ כָל הַבְרוּאִּ יַּכִּ י שֶׁ ךְ כְדֵּ יב וּלְנַסֵּ וּלְהַקְרִּ

ן כָל   טְעוּ בָהֶׁ לֹׁא יִּ י שֶׁ ר כָל הַצוּרוֹת כְדֵּ ד וּלְשַבֵּ וְרָאוּי לְאַבֵּ

ין שָם אֱלוֹ  אֵּ ים שֶׁ ם מְדַמִּ הֵּ לוּ שֶׁ לוּ.   קהָעָם כְמוֹ אֵּ לָא אֵּ אֶׁ

ךְ לְהָרְגוֹ וְנַעֲשָה   לֶׁ ש הַמֶׁ קֵּ רְאָיוֹתָיו בִּ ם בִּ יהֶׁ גָבַר עֲלֵּ יוָן שֶׁ כֵּ

קְרֹׁא בְקוֹל גָדוֹל   ד וְלִּ יל לַעֲמֹׁ תְחִּ לוֹ נֵּס וְיָצָא לְחָרָן. וְהִּ

יֵּּש שָם אֱלוֹ יעָם שֶׁ חָד לְכָל הָעוֹלָם   ק לְכָל הָעוֹלָם וּלְהוֹדִּ אֶׁ

יר   עִּ ץ הָעָם מֵּ א וּמְקַבֵּ ךְ וְקוֹרֵּ ד. וְהָיָה מְהַלֵּ וְלוֹ רָאוּי לַעֲבֹׁ

ץ כְנַעַן וְהוּא   רֶׁ יעַ לְאֶׁ גִּ הִּ מַמְלָכָה לְמַמְלָכָה עַד שֶׁ יר וּמִּ לְעִּ

ם  קְרָא שָם בְשֵּ נֶׁאֱמַר )בראשית כא לג( "וַיִּּ א שֶׁ '  ד קוֹרֵּ

ין  ק לָיו וְשוֹאֲלִּ ין אֵּ תְקַבְצִּ הָיוּ הָעָם מִּ יוָן שֶׁ ל עוֹלָם". וְכֵּ אֵּ

י דַעְתּוֹ עַד   חָד כְפִּ חָד וְאֶׁ יעַ לְכָל אֶׁ לוֹ עַל דְבָרָיו הָיָה מוֹדִּ

ים   לָיו אֲלָפִּ תְקַבְצוּ אֵּ נִּ ת עַד שֶׁ ךְ הָאֱמֶׁ רֶׁ הוּ לְדֶׁ ירֵּ יַּחְזִּ שֶׁ

ית אַבְרָהָ  י בֵּ ם אַנְשֵּ קָר  וּרְבָבוֹת וְהֵּ בָם הָעִּ ם וְשָתַל בְלִּ

צְחָק בְנוֹ. וְיָשַב   יעוֹ לְיִּ ים וְהוֹדִּ ר בוֹ סְפָרִּ בֵּ הַגָדוֹל הַזֶׁה וְחִּ

ד   נָהוּ לְלַמֵּ ב וּמִּ יעַ לְיַעֲקֹׁ צְחָק הוֹדִּ יר. וְיִּ ד וּמַזְהִּ צְחָק מְלַמֵּ יִּ

י ב אָבִּ לָיו. וְיַעֲקֹׁ ים אֵּ לְוִּ יק כָל הַנִּ ד וּמַחֲזִּ ד  וְיָשַב מְלַמֵּ מֵּ נוּ לִּ

יבָה   ישִּ יבוֹ בִּ נָהוּ רֹׁאש וְהוֹשִּ י וּמִּ וִּ יל לֵּ בְדִּ בָנָיו כֻלָם וְהִּ

ת בָנָיו   וָּה אֶׁ צְוַת אַבְרָהָם. וְצִּ ר מִּ שְמֹׁ ם וְלִּ ךְ הַשֵּ רֶׁ ד דֶׁ לְלַמֵּ

לֹׁא   י שֶׁ י מְמֻנֶׁה אַחַר מְמֻנֶׁה כְדֵּ וִּ בְנֵּי לֵּ יקוּ מִּ לֹׁא יַפְסִּ שֶׁ

מוּד שָכַח הַלִּ ב  תִּ בְנֵּי יַעֲקֹׁ ר בִּ תְגַבֵּ ךְ וּמִּ . וְהָיָה הַדָבָר הוֹלֵּ

ת   יא יוֹדַעַת אֶׁ הִּ ית בָעוֹלָם אֻמָה שֶׁ ם וְנַעֲשֵּ יהֶׁ ים עֲלֵּ לְוִּ וּבַנִּ

ד  ד לְמֹׁ ם וְחָזְרוּ לִּ צְרַיִּ ל בְמִּ שְרָאֵּ ים לְיִּ אָרְכוּ הַיָּמִּ '. עַד שֶׁ

עָמַד   י שֶׁ וִּ ט לֵּ בֶׁ שֵּ ים כְמוֹתָן חוּץ מִּ ד כוֹכָבִּ ן וְלַעֲבֹׁ יהֶׁ מַעֲשֵּ

י עֲבוֹדַת   וִּ ט לֵּ בֶׁ עוֹלָם לֹׁא עָבַד שֵּ צְוַת אָבוֹת. וּמֵּ בְמִּ

שָתַ  קָר שֶׁ מְעַט קָט הָיָה הָעִּ ים. וְכִּ ל אַבְרָהָם נֶׁעֱקָר  כוֹכָבִּ

אַהֲבַת  יּוֹתָן. וּמֵּ ב לְטָעוּת הָעוֹלָם וּתְעִּ ין בְנֵּי יַעֲקֹׁ '  ד וְחוֹזְרִּ

ה  ינוּ עָשָה משֶׁ ת הַשְבוּעָה לְאַבְרָהָם אָבִּ שָמְרוֹ אֶׁ אוֹתָנוּ וּמִּ

ה   א משֶׁ תְנַבֵּ נִּ יוָן שֶׁ ים וּשְלָחוֹ. כֵּ יאִּ ל כָל הַנְבִּ נוּ רַבָן שֶׁ רַבֵּ

נוּ וּבָחַר   יעָם  דרַבֵּ צְוֹת וְהוֹדִּ ירָן בְמִּ כְתִּּ ל לְנַחֲלָה הִּ שְרָאֵּ ' יִּ
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no other G-ds besides these [images]. 

When he overcame them through the 

strength of his arguments, the king 

desired to kill him. He was [saved 

through] a miracle and left for Charan. 

[There,] he began to call in a loud voice 

to all people and inform them that there 

is one G-d in the entire world and it is 

proper to serve Him. He would go out 

and call to the people, gathering them in 

city after city and country after country, 

until he came to the land of Canaan - 

proclaiming [G-d's existence the entire 

time] - as [Genesis 21:33] states: "And 

He called there in the name of the L-rd, 

the eternal G-d." 

When the people would gather around 

him and ask him about his statements, 

he would explain [them] to each one of 

them according to their understanding, 

until they turned to the path of truth. 

Ultimately, thousands and myriads 

gathered around him. These are the men 

of the house of Abraham. 

He planted in their hearts this great 

fundamental principle, composed texts 

about it, and taught it to Isaac, his son. 

Isaac also taught others and turned 

[their hearts to G-d]. He also taught 

Jacob and appointed him as a teacher. 

[Jacob] taught others and turned [the 

hearts] of all those who gathered around 

him [to G-d]. He also taught all of his 

children. He selected Levi and 

appointed him as the leader. He 

established him [as the head of] the 

academy to teach them the way of G-d 

and observe the mitzvot of Abraham. 

[Jacob] commanded his sons that the 

leadership should not depart from the 

descendants of Levi, so that the 

teachings would not be forgotten. This 

concept proceeded and gathered 

strength among the descendants of 

Jacob and those who collected around 

them, until there became a nation within 

the world which knew G-d. 

When the Jews extended their stay in 

ים וְכָל   שְפַט עֲבוֹדַת כוֹכָבִּ הְיֶׁה מִּ ךְ עֲבוֹדָתוֹ וּמַה יִּּ רֶׁ דֶׁ

יהָ:   ים אַחֲרֶׁ  הַטוֹעִּ
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Egypt, however, they learned from the 

[Egyptians'] deeds and began 

worshiping the stars as they did, with 

the exception of the tribe of Levi, who 

clung to the mitzvot of the patriarchs - 

the tribe of Levi never served false G-

ds. 

Within a short time, the fundamental 

principle that Abraham had planted 

would have been uprooted, and the 

descendants of Jacob would have 

returned to the errors of the world and 

their crookedness. Because of G-d's 

love for us, and to uphold the oath He 

made to Abraham, our patriarch, He 

brought forth Moses, our teacher, the 

master of all prophets, and sent him [to 

redeem the Jews]. After Moses, our 

teacher, prophesied, and G-d chose 

Israel as His inheritance, He crowned 

them with mitzvot and informed them 

of the path to serve Him, [teaching 

them] the judgement prescribed for idol 

worshiper and all those who stray after 

it.  

 

2. Deuteronomy 4:19 

 

And when you look up to the sky and 

behold the sun and the moon and the stars, 

the whole heavenly host, you must not be 

lured into bowing down to them or serving 

them. These the L-RD your G-d allotted to 

other peoples everywhere under heaven;  

חַ   ֶ֜ ת־הַיָּרֵּ ש וְאֶׁ מֶׁ ת־הַשֶָּׁׂ֨ יתָ אֶׁ רָאְִּֽ֠ יְמָה וְ ְֽ֠ יךָ הַשָמַַ֗ ינֶֶׁ֜ א עֵּ שָָּׂ֨ ן־תִּּ וּפֶׁ

ם   ֶ֖ יתָ לָהֶׁ ִ֥ שְתַּחֲוִּ דַחְתָָּּ֛ וְהִּ ם וְנִּ יִּ א הַשָמַַ֔ ל צְבָָ֣ ים כֹֹּׁ֚ וֹכָבִַּ֗ ת־הַכ  וְאֶׁ

ק  ר חָלֶַ֜ ם אֲשֶָּׁׂ֨ חַת  קאֱל  ד' וַעֲבַדְתָָּּ֑ ים תֶַּ֖ עַמִַּ֔ לָ֙ הָ  ם לְכֹׁ תַָ֔ יךָָ֙ אֹׁ

ם׃   יִּ ל־הַשָמָ   כׇּ

 

3. Jeremiah 10:1-5 

 

Thus said G-D: 

Do not learn to go the way of the nations, 

And do not be dismayed by portents in the 

sky; 

Let the nations be dismayed by them!  

For the laws of the nations are delusions: 

For it is the work of a craftsman’s hands. 

He cuts down a tree in the forest with an ax,  

ר  ֶּ֧ בֶׁ ר דִּ ר אֲשֶָּׁׂ֨ ת־הַדָבַָ֗ וּ אֶׁ מְעָ֣ ל׃   ד' שִּ שְרָאֵּ  ית יִּ ִ֥ ֶ֖ם בֵּ יכֶׁ  עֲלֵּ

ה  וֹת   ׀כָֹׁ֣ תִ֥ אֹׁ דוּ וּמֵּ לְמַָ֔ םָ֙ אַל־תִּּ ךְ הַגוֹיִּ רֶׁ ֶּ֤ ל־דֶׁ ה אֶׁ וַָ֗ ר יְהֹׁ אָמַָ֣

מָה׃   הֵּ  ֶ֖ם מֵּ תּוּ הַגוֹיִּ י־יֵּחִַ֥ תּוּ כִּ חָָּ֑ ם אַל־תֵּּ יִּ  הַשָמֶַ֖

ה  ִ֥ וֹ מַעֲשֵּ יַָּ֣עַר כְרָתַ֔ ץָ֙ מִּ י־עֵּ וּא כִּ ל הָּ֑ בֶׁ ָ֣ ים הֶׁ ֶ֖ וֹת הָעַמִּ י־חֻקִ֥ כִּ 

ד׃   מַעֲצָ  ש בַ  י־חָרֶָ֖  יְדֵּ

וֹא   וּם וְלִ֥ וֹת יְחַזְקֶ֖ וֹת וּבְמַקָבָּ֛ הוּ בְמַסְמְרֶּ֧ ָּ֑ ב יְיַפֵּ ף וּבְזָהֶָ֖ ִ֥סֶׁ בְכֶׁ

יק׃    יָפִּ 

צְעָָּ֑דוּ   א יִּ ָֹׁ֣ י ל ָ֣ וּא כִּ נָשֶ֖ וֹא יִּ רוּ נָשִ֥ א יְדַבֵַּ֔ ָֹׁ֣ מָהָ֙ וְל ה הֵָּ֙ קְשִָ֥ ר מִּ מֶׁ כְתָֹּׁׂ֨

ם׃ ין אוֹתָ  ִ֥ יב אֵּ ֶ֖ יטֵּ עוּ וְגַם־הֵּ ַ֔ א יָרֵּ ָֹׁ֣ י־ל םָ֙ כִּ הֶׁ וּ מֵּ ירְאֶּ֤  }פ{  אַל־תִּּ 
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He adorns it with silver and gold, 

He fastens it with nails and hammer, 

So that it does not totter.  

They are like a scarecrow in a cucumber 

patch, 

They cannot speak. 

They have to be carried, 

For they cannot walk. 

Be not afraid of them, for they can do no 

harm; 

Nor is it in them to do any good. 

 

 

4. Deuteronomy 4:35 

 

It has been clearly demonstrated to you that 

the L-RD alone is G-d; there is none beside 

Him.  

י   ִ֥ עַת כִּ תָ לָדַַ֔ ָ֣ רְאֵּ וּא הָאֱ ד' אַתָּהָ֙ הׇּ וֹ׃  קל -הָ֣ לְבַד  וֹד מִּ ין עֶ֖ ִ֥  ים אֵּ

 

 

 


