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Parshat Va'eira 5786 — Reflecting

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun
and engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless
teachings come to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity
to dive deep into the rich tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that
resonate with our modern lives. The joy lies in the ‘aha’ moments, those instances when a
Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our personal challenges, aspirations, and values.
And when we engage in conversations about Torah with others, it becomes an interactive
exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance our understanding. These
dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the learning process both
enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our lives, offering not
just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless
you want to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion
and meditation. Enjoy this!

Some thoughts about Parshat Vaeira

The verse describing the Israelites’ inability to listen to Moses because of "impatience of
spirit and cruel bondage™ (Exodus 6:9) reveals a profound truth about the human condition.
The phrase kotzer ruach (shortness of spirit) Suggests not only a physical oppression but also
a spiritual and emotional constriction. Just as shallow breathing limits one’s intake of air, a
"short spirit" prevents one from experiencing deeper spiritual realities.

The Baal Shem Tov’s teaching on the bitter waters of Marah provides insight: it was the
Israelites’ own bitterness that prevented them from experiencing the refreshing sweetness of
the water. Similarly, their deep oppression under Pharaoh dulled their spiritual sensitivity,
making it difficult for them to grasp the hope and joy of redemption that Moses proclaimed.
Chazal teach us that prophecy and spiritual insight come to those in a state of joy, not despair.
The Israelites, consumed by the grind of servitude, could not lift their gaze to see the divine
promise of freedom.

Pharaoh’s strategy—t0 keep the Israelites so overburdened that they had no time for spiritual
reflection—is still relevant today. Like Pharaoh, the pressures of work, busyness, and
distraction in modern life can stifle our spiritual aspirations and disconnect us from higher
meaning. The Ramchal explains that when we become too focused on the mundane, we risk
losing sight of our ultimate purpose. The antidote to this is found in the wisdom of the Torah,
which lifts our perspective and brings joy even amidst life’s challenges.

For Noahides, this lesson emphasizes the importance of carving out space in life for
reflection, spiritual growth, and connection to G-d. Pharaoh’s tactics remind us that we must
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consciously resist the pull of constant busyness and instead focus on aligning ourselves with
divine values. By doing so, we can transcend the grind of daily life and experience a deeper,
more meaningful existence.

Now, reflect on the following guestions:

1. Have you ever felt so overwhelmed by the demands of life that it was difficult to
connect to your spiritual goals? How did you overcome this?

2. What practices or routines help you carve out time for reflection and connection with
G-d in the midst of life’s busyness?

3. The Israelites struggled to hear Moses because of their oppression. How can you
cultivate joy and openness to spiritual growth even in difficult circumstances?

4. Pharaoh’s tactic was to keep the Israelites too busy to think about G-d. What modern
distractions or pressures can have a similar effect, and how can you counter them?

5. How does the idea of Torah—or divine wisdom more broadly—Iifting our gaze to a
higher reality resonate with you? How can you bring this perspective into your daily
life?

Shabbat Shalom!
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