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Sukkat Shalom
'nal Noact Torah Reflections: Conversations on the Weekly
Parsha Parshat Yitro 5785 — Oneness

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun and
engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless teachings come
to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity to dive deep into the rich
tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that resonate with our modern lives. The
joy lies in the 'aha’ moments, those instances when a Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our
personal challenges, aspirations, and values. And when we engage in conversations about Torah with
others, it becomes an interactive exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance
our understanding. These dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the
learning process both enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our
lives, offering not just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless you want
to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion and meditation.
Enjoy this!

Some Thoughts from the Parsha

A central theme in Parshas Yitro is unity—Dboth in recognizing G-d’s Oneness and in the structure of
society. The Torah recounts how Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, was moved to join Israel after
hearing of their miraculous redemption from Egypt and their victory over Amalek. These two
forces—Egypt and Amalek—represent different forms of opposition to Divine Providence.

Egypt symbolized a total denial of G-d, crushing the Israelites under an oppressive system designed to
strip them of hope and spiritual awareness. Pharaoh, whose name shares a root with the Hebrew word
for "disturbance," actively prevented others from recognizing G-d. He saw himself as the ultimate
authority, rejecting Divine Sovereignty.

Amalek, on the other hand, did not deny G-d’s existence but sought to undermine faith by sowing
doubt. Amalek represents the worldview that life is random, without purpose or meaning. This
ideology stands in direct opposition to the belief in Divine Providence, which affirms that everything
is part of a unified plan.

By witnessing Israel’s triumph over both of these opposing forces, Jethro recognized that there is One
G-d, who orchestrates all events. His realization brought him great joy—expressed in the Hebrew
word vayichad (77™1), meaning both "he rejoiced” and "he unified.” True joy comes from perceiving
G-d’s Oneness in the world, even within life's challenges.

Jethro’s wisdom also led him to advise Moses to implement a structured judicial system, allowing
leadership to be distributed among different levels of judges. Rather than diminishing Moses’ role,
this system fostered interdependence, reinforcing the unity of the nation under Divine Law. This sense
of collective responsibility and cooperation was the foundation for Israel’s reception of the Torah at
Mount Sinai, where they encamped “like one man with one heart.”

For Noahides, this parsha carries a powerful message: recognizing G-d’s unity leads to inner peace,
harmony in relationships, and a deeper sense of purpose. The struggle against doubt, randomness, and
false authority continues in our time, but by aligning with Divine Wisdom, we participate in the
unfolding of G-d’s ultimate plan—a world where “the L-rd will be One, and His Name One.”



Now, reflect on the following questions:

1. What experiences in your life have helped you recognize G-d’s presence, even in moments of
struggle or uncertainty?

2. How does the battle between Egypt’s oppression and Amalek’s doubt still manifest in the
world today? How can one resist these influences?

3. Jethro found joy in recognizing G-d’s unity. How can focusing on the interconnectedness of
events help deepen your faith and bring greater peace into your life?

4. What can the structured leadership model introduced by Jethro teach us about the importance
of interdependence in spiritual and communal life?

5. How can Noahides participate in the vision of unity described in Zechariah 14:9, where G-d’s
Oneness will be fully revealed to all nations?

Shabbat Shalom!
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