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Parshat Acharei Mot — Kedoshim 5785 - Generosity

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun and
engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless teachings come
to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity to dive deep into the rich
tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that resonate with our modern lives. The
joy lies in the 'aha’ moments, those instances when a Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our
personal challenges, aspirations, and values. And when we engage in conversations about Torah with
others, it becomes an interactive exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance
our understanding. These dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the
learning process both enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our lives,
offering not just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don'’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless you want
to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion and meditation.
Enjoy this!

Some thoughts about Parshat Achari Mot-Kedoshim

Parshat Kedoshim lays out one of the boldest and most beautiful commands in the Torah:
“You shall be holy, for I the L-RD your G-d am holy.” (Leviticus 19:2)

What follows is a wide-ranging list of commandments that show how holiness is expressed—not just
in private devotion, but in how we treat others. Among these are laws requiring landowners to leave
part of their harvest for the poor and the stranger. This includes unharvested corners of the field and
any dropped produce.

For the Jewish people, these are biblical obligations, but the values behind them are deeply relevant
for Noahides as well. The idea is simple but powerful: true spiritual living involves taking
responsibility for others, especially the vulnerable. Holiness isn’t only found in prayer or study, but in
acts of kindness, fairness, and generosity.

The Sages echo this idea in Pirkei Avot:
“Let your house be open wide, and let the poor be members of your household.” (Avot 1:5)

This doesn’t mean turning your home into a shelter, but cultivating a spirit of hospitality, openness,
and willingness to uplift others. According to the Tiferes Yisrael, this means that your home should be
a place where others can find relief—whether material help, emotional encouragement, or thoughtful
advice.

A story is told of the Slonimer Rebbe, who once rebuked a man who downplayed the holiness of
Shabbat simply because he had spent it in a hospital. The Rebbe exclaimed, “It’s also Shabbos in a
hospital!” His message was that G-d's Presence exists everywhere, even in places or situations that
feel physically or emotionally limiting.
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For Noahides, this teaches a deep truth: there is no corner of life too mundane for holiness, and no act
of kindness too small to count. A meal prepared for someone in need, a listening ear, a generous
hand—these are all forms of spiritual service.

The ideal is to live with balance: not only seeking personal holiness through connection to G-d, but
bringing goodness into the lives of others. That is a path of true harmony, or in the words of Pirkei
Avot, a life that brings tiferet—beauty, dignity, and grace—to both oneself and others.

Now, reflect on the following questions:

1.
2.

oa s

In what ways can acts of kindness and generosity be a spiritual practice in your own life?
What does it mean to have a “house open for relief”? How can you apply this to your home or
relationships?

Why might we sometimes feel that prayer or ritual is more spiritual than helping someone
practically? How can we overcome that mindset?

How do small acts of generosity create a culture of holiness around us?

What would it look like to make your daily environment—a home, workplace, or online
presence—into a place of refuge or dignity for others?

May we all be blessed to grow in generosity of spirit, to welcome others with kindness, and to find
holiness not only in lofty moments but in the simple, sacred choices we make every day.

Shabbat Shalom!
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