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Sukkat Shalom . .
el Noact Torah Reflections: Conversations on the Weekly Parsha

Matot-Masei 5785: Pray for the World

Integrating Torah into one's life through reflection and conversation can be an incredibly fun and
engaging experience. It's a journey of discovery, where ancient wisdom and timeless teachings come
to life in our daily experiences. Through reflection, we have the opportunity to dive deep into the rich
tapestry of Torah, extracting profound insights and lessons that resonate with our modern lives. The
joy lies in the 'aha' moments, those instances when a Torah verse or story suddenly connects with our
personal challenges, aspirations, and values. And when we engage in conversations about Torah with
others, it becomes an interactive exploration, where diverse perspectives and interpretations enhance
our understanding. These dialogues often spark excitement and intellectual curiosity, making the
learning process both enjoyable and fulfilling. Torah becomes a vibrant and dynamic part of our lives,
offering not just guidance but also a source of endless fascination, connection, and growth.

NOTE: Don'’t feel obligated to go through every source or answer all the questions—unless you want

to. Even one source, or one question will give you plenty of material for discussion and meditation.
Enjoy this!

Some Thoughts from the Parsha

“And the congregation shall rescue the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood, and the
congregation shall return him to his city of refuge... and he shall dwell there until the death of the High
Priest.”

(Numbers 35:25)

In this week’s Torah portion, we encounter a surprising law: when someone kills another person
unintentionally, they are exiled to a city of refuge. But their return to normal life is linked to an
unexpected event—the death of the High Priest.

Why should someone’s freedom depend on the death of a spiritual leader who had no direct connection
to the case? Even more striking is the tradition that the High Priest’s mother would bring food and
comfort to these exiles, hoping they wouldn’t pray for her son’s death. What’s going on here?

Responsibility at the Highest Level

Rashi explains that the High Priest bears a subtle kind of responsibility. He should have prayed that
such tragedies—accidental deaths—never occur in the first place. As the spiritual head of the people,
the High Priest isn’t just a figurehead or ceremonial leader. He is expected to carry the needs of the
nation in his heart and to plead before G-d on their behalf. When he fails to do so, even unintentionally,
the consequences ripple through the community.

This is not about assigning blame in a simplistic way. Rather, it’s about understanding that true
leadership carries a moral weight far beyond titles or robes. A society’s spiritual health is shaped not

only by laws and courts, but by the silent intercessions of its moral leaders.

What This Teaches About Justice
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The Torah’s laws surrounding cities of refuge demonstrate a delicate balance between justice and mercy.
The one who killed must live in a state of separation—but not punishment. It is exile, not prison. And
the one who mourns the death of a loved one is not encouraged to take vengeance—but may act only
under specific legal constraints. Justice is never left to raw emotion.

And yet, the accidental killer’s return home hinges on something entirely outside of his control: the
death of the High Priest. Why? Because justice is not just about action—it’s also about connection. A
person’s fate is never entirely separate from the moral state of the society around him. The Torah teaches
us that we are all connected. Spiritual leadership and communal safety go hand in hand.

What Can We Learn from This Today?

Even for Noahides, this lesson is powerful. First, prayer matters. It’s not just a ritual or a private practice;
it is an active force that shapes reality. Leaders, parents, teachers—anyone who carries responsibility—
should pray not only for personal needs, but for the wellbeing of those they serve.

Second, we are all responsible for the moral tone of our communities. The Torah’s concept of exile
teaches that human life is sacred, and when life is lost—even by accident—there must be a reckoning.
We can’t shrug and say, “It wasn’t on purpose.” We must ask: could more have been done to prevent
harm?

Now, reflect on the following questions:

Do I believe my prayers have the power to affect others—for good or il1?

When I see someone suffering, do I feel a sense of shared responsibility?

In what ways can | take spiritual leadership in my own family or community?

How does my society deal with accidents, mistakes, and unintended harm?

Do I pray for others not only in times of crisis, but as part of regular spiritual practice?
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May we all learn to pray with sincerity, to lead with compassion, and to build communities that reflect
the justice and mercy of our Creator.

Shabbat Shalom!
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